St Laurence Church Downton
Enquiries for Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals, or
requests for pastoral visits, should be made to
The Team Rector, Rev Frank Gimson.
Tel. 01725 510326 Email: fateamrector@outlook.com
Churchwarden: Mr Ken Parsons 01725 512738
Parish administrator: Mrs Jo Parsons 01725 512738
Director of Music: Mrs Elaine Hicks-Arnold 01722 710341
Sunday School: Dr Janet McGee 01725 513869
Church Flowers: Mrs A Gates 01725 514674
& Mrs G White 01725 510733
Church website: www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk
www.facebook.com/stlaurencedownton
For our latest news see our website and Facebook page.
If you would like to receive the Vicar’s reflections
during this current situation, please email him at
fateamrector@outlook.com
“St Laurence Church explores & builds the Kingdom of God through
prayer, learning together & serving the local community”
St Laurence is part of the Forest and Avon Team of Churches,
together with St Birinus, Morgans Vale; St Mary, Redlynch;
St Andrew, Landford; St Peter, Bramshaw; St Peter, Plaitford.
Downton Parish News is usually published 10 times a year.
Information for contributors and advertisers will be found at the
back of the magazine.
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From Rev David Bacon,
Team Vicar in the Forest and Avon Team
Dear Friends
“You just need to have faith” (easier said than done!)
Faith is one of those words that we hear a lot. People put their faith in all
sorts of strange things and people – politicians, football managers or even
occasionally the Vicar!
The Bible reminds us that faith is one of our core values as Christians, but
we need to be sure that, especially in uncertain times, we put our faith in
the right place.
I was preparing a teaching session recently on Abraham, who is sometimes
called “The Father of Faith”. The Bible holds him up as a great example of
faith who we should follow. As we read about Abraham (originally called
Abram) in the book of Genesis, we see that he was certainly not perfect but
he did have faith.
In Genesis chapter 12, God called Abram to leave his probably quite
comfortable existence in Ur of the Chaldeans (modern-day Iraq) and
journey to a land that God would show him – God didn’t even tell Abram
where he was going but, says the Bible, “Abram went.” (Gen 12:4)
Down the years there have been many definitions of faith. I like the
definition of faith as “Trusting in the God that you know on a path you do
not.” If you put your faith in the right place (God), you will not be
disappointed.
Here we are in a season where we are all journeying an unknown path.
Normally as October draws to a close, I would be making plans for
Christmas and on into the New Year. But how can we plan when we do not
know what will happen this week let alone in a couple of months’ time? It
can all feel very unsettling and uncertain.
And yet there are also signs of God at work amongst us in our communities
and churches. I used to know plenty of people who described themselves
as “churchgoers”. It’s not so easy to be a churchgoer now, and we are
having to learn ways to be the church rather than to go to a physical
building. Congregations are having to find new ways of responding to
God’s call, and things like on-line or YouTube church are reaching many
who never “came to church” before. The unknown path can feel unsettling
and quite scary, but it can also be exciting to see what God is doing
amongst us.
Continued on next page >>>
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God is leading us on this unknown path. There will always be those who
would choose to go back the way we came. You still hear people talking
about “going back to normal” but I don’t think that is what God has in mind
for us. Instead he calls us to take the risk of faith as we trust a God we
know to be faithful on this unknown path into the future.
With my love and prayers,
David

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖
In our cycle of prayer for all living and working in our
community, during November we will be offering prayers
for:
Joanna Close, The Meadows, Breamore Road,
The Headlands, Salisbury Road, Crossways Close,
New Court and Meadow Grange
In the present situation we are unable to deliver our usual prayer cards.
Requests for particular prayers can be made:
by telephoning Reverend Frank Gimson on 01725 510326 or
emailing info@stlaurencedownton.co.uk
Any such requests will be kept confidential.
You can request prayers at any time – not just when
your road is on the monthly list.
For more information, please see our Roads to God page on our website:
www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk
Roads to God Prayer Group
The Roads to God Prayer Group usually meets on the third
Wednesday of the month in St Laurence Church.
Under the present circumstances we are unable to meet in church.
However, we will be asking members of the prayer group and wider
congregation to set aside a time of prayer for both the particular
roads in our prayer cycle and indeed the whole village at:
10.30am Wednesday 18th November 2020
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ST LAURENCE CHURCH SERVICES
As we go to press, our current pattern of worship is as follows, and we hope
to be able to continue this. However, please check on our website or
Facebook page for any changes:
www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk
www.facebook.com/stlaurencedownton
•

Services in Church: There is one service of Holy Communion in
Church on Sundays at 10.30am. This is a short and simple service
without hymns: communion is by wafer only. If you wish to come to a
service please let us know by emailing fateamrector@outlook.com or
calling the Vicar on 01725 510326 or Jo Parsons on 01725 512738, so
that we can have some idea of numbers and make the necessary
arrangements. Full guidance on what to expect was set
out in the August issue of this magazine and is also on our
website www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk, but please note
one change: face coverings must now be worn.

•

Recorded Services: There is also a recorded service for
each Sunday, which is available to watch through the services page of
the church website, particularly for those who are not able and or ready
to attend services in church. There are service sheets on the website
for all recorded Sunday and some other services which can be viewed
or downloaded, enabling you to join in with prayers and responses.

•

Morning Worship is being said by the Vicar at 10.30am on
Wednesdays in church. This is not a public or recorded service, but he
will ring the church bell at 10.30am as a call to worship and you are
encouraged to join him in a time of prayer from your own homes. On
the third Wednesday of the month he will incorporate our Roads to God
prayers (see page 2).

•

Church open for private prayer: immediately following Morning
Worship on Wednesdays, the Church will be open from 11:00am to
12:30pm for private prayer. A member of the Church will be present
at all times as a steward, and everyone will be asked to maintain
physical distancing and to leave their contact details.

Readings for the Sundays in November are on the next page >>>>>
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You may like to follow the readings for the Sundays in November:
Sunday 1st November 2020
All Saints Day
1st Reading 1 John 3:1-3
Gospel
Matthew 5:1-12
Sunday 8th November 2020
1st Reading
Gospel

Third Sunday before Advent
(Remembrance Sunday)
1 Thessalonians 4:13-end
Matthew 25:1-13

Sunday 15th November 2020
Second Sunday before Advent
1st Reading 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Gospel
Matthew 25:14-30
Sunday 22nd November 2020 Christ the King
1st Reading Ephesians 1:15-23
Gospel
Matthew 25:31-46
Sunday 29th November 2020
Advent Sunday
1st Reading 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Gospel
Mark 13:24-37

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖
Woodfalls Methodist Church
The Ridge, Woodfalls, SP5 2LH
Sunday services in November are all at 10.00 am and are all shared
between the Church of England and the Methodists.
The plan for Sundays in November is:
1st:
8th:
15th:
22nd:
29th:

Woodfalls Methodist (Communion)
St Mary’s Redlynch
St Birinus Morgan's Vale (Communion)
Woodfalls Methodist
St Mary's Redlynch (Communion)

Everyone welcome, but please ring 07385 673249 to check there is a free
seat before you come - we haven't had to turn anyone away yet but we
have needed to put extra seats in porches at times.
For pastoral contact or information about worship on the internet,
contact Graham Tanner, telephone 01725 512648;
email atanner.gtanner@btinternet.com
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Roman Catholic Services
Church of the Good Shepherd
Barford Lane, Downton, SP5 3QA
The Catholic chapel is now available for private prayer.
The congregation hold a weekly Eucharist Service by Zoom,
and a Mass by Zoom about every three weeks. If you would like to
join us please contact John Elliott on 01722 711665.
A Mass is celebrated in the chapel at 6.30 pm
on every third Thursday of the month.
In 2020 Masses will be on 19th November and 17th December.
St Osmund’s Church TV system
can be accessed at: https://salisburycatholics.org/church-tv
More details at www.salisburycatholics.org or
St Osmund's Church, Exeter Street, Salisbury SP1 2SF
Telephone: 01722 333581 Email: office@salisburycatholics.org

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖
Downton Baptist Church
South Lane, Downton, SP5 3NA
Current Services: Sunday Mornings at 10.30am:
Services are being held indoors with limited numbers.
The Service will be live streamed.
Online Services are on the Downton Baptist Church website.
Ministers: Rev Philip Rhoades and Rev Katy Ullyatt
More details of all events from Rev Philip Rhoades:
Telephone: 07468 491143. Email: rhoades470@btinternet.com
Church Office: 01725 512971 or Email: office@downtonbaptist.org
Website: http://www.downtonbaptist.org
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Prayer Diary for November
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

All Saints – reflecting God in our lives
The bereaved and all who mourn
Our Team Rector and family
Those made redundant or unable to find work
Our Church School
Our Churchwarden and Deputy Churchwardens
All key workers
Those at University and College
Those in Residential & Nursing Homes
Bellringers
Remembrance: all who suffer through war
Medical staff: in hospitals, GPs, Care homes, research laboratories
Those at work worried about social distancing
All visitors to our Churches
Our witness as a Church
Churches Together in Downton
All who rely on food aid
School Governors
Working together for the Church
Charities struggling to continue their work and fundraising
All ministers in our village
Those who produce our Parish magazine
Our Bishops
Politicians and their advisors
Our ‘Forest & Avon’ Team
Trafalgar School at Downton
Our PCC
Peace in the World
Our Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs)
St Andrew – proclaiming the Good News

Please use this diary as a part of your own prayers. In this way we can pray
together as a parish for our common concerns.
If you have any suggestions for inclusion in this diary, please have a word
with the Team Rector.
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Rev Canon Bill Rogers
Last month Bill Rogers and his family (Jane, Matilda and Trelawny) moved
to Cockermouth where Jane was licensed on 18th October as Rector of the
Cockermouth Area Team and Leader of the Grasmoor Mission Community
in the Diocese of Carlisle. We were very sorry to see them go and they will
be much missed.
Bill has contributed greatly to the development of our ministry here over the
last 16 years - since before the creation of the Forest & Avon Team.
He played an important and valued part in our life and worship together. He
led services, created and helped with the Roads to God initiative, organised
our rotas and guided us in our Team meetings. Bill was also a member of
Deanery Synod and the Standing Committee, and the Bishop’s Adviser for
Associate Ministry in the Diocese since 2015.
It is a pity that we were unable to give the family a proper send off, but wish
them every joy in their new life in Cockermouth. Our thanks go to Bill for all
he has done - and also to Jane, Matilda and Trelawny for all the help and
support they have given the parish and Team.
On behalf of the Team, I presented Bill with an Amazon voucher with our
thanks and good wishes. In response Bill wrote: “Thank you for the gifts you
brought last week and for your kind message. As a family we have benefited
enormously from church life here in Downton, and Jane and I have both
enjoyed our opportunities to minister in the Forest and Avon Team”.
May God bless them all in this new venture and the new ministry and
opportunities that now await them.
Rev Frank Gimson

Daily Hope is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044.
It was set up as a simple new way to bring worship and prayer into people’s
homes, especially older people and anyone unable to join online church
services. Many people who are vulnerable due to their health or their age
are understandably reluctant to return to their place of worship. Callers to
the line are welcomed with a short new greeting from the Archbishop
before being able to choose from a range of options, including hymns,
prayers, reflections and advice on COVID-19.

Support
Our
Local
Businesses

07760 415818
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Downton Surgery – November 2020 Newsletter
We are now seeing steadily increasing numbers of the COVID infection
locally. Please follow the latest government guidelines and keep protecting
each other.
Seasonal Flu Vaccination Update
•
Having the flu vaccine is more important than ever to avoid
healthcare systems becoming overwhelmed treating both patients with flu
and patients with COVID-19.
•
Unsurprisingly there has been exceptionally high take up this season
with over 1700 of our patients vaccinated to date; more vaccine is due to
keep up with the demand.
•
We are aware that some people are yet to be invited for a flu
appointment and want to reassure you we are still calling patients, but with
the majority of patients vaccinated we are now happy to also take phone
bookings without overwhelming the system; thus if you are over 65, have
an eligible long term condition, are a carer, or are living in a previously
shielded household, please contact us for an appointment.
•
Please note that under NHS England guidance further vaccine will
be released countrywide for patients aged 50-64 (without underlying health
conditions), only once the most vulnerable groups as listed above have
been vaccinated. We will start the vaccination programme for this group as
soon as we are given the go ahead.
•
We are grateful for the assistance with the “Cuckoo Clinic” tents,
enabling us to run the clinics throughout the week in a COVID safe manner.
Appointment Guidance - (Please remember to wear a mask when
attending the surgery)
Please continue to use our telephone and online services. We will see
patients face to face whenever necessary but kindly ask that you wear a
mask! Only attend the surgery if invited to do so by a doctor or nurse, to
collect a prescription, or for your flu vaccination. If you are attending in
person please remember the Hands – Face – Space guidelines. We are
strictly enforcing the wearing of masks by visitors to the Surgery, not only to
protect staff but the community as a whole, and are saddened by the level
of abuse of our staff who are simply trying to prevent the spread of infection
by asking you to don face protection. Please remember that even if you do
not have symptoms you could still be carrying and spreading the virus.
Continued on next page >>>>>>
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Downton Surgery – November 2020 Newsletter Continued
We look after 7,000 people and some of these people are very vulnerable
and at high risk if they contracted the virus. It remains vitally important that
we all stay safe and continue to control the virus to save lives, and we
appreciate your help in doing this in whatever small way possible.
We would also like to do our bit to protect not only our community but the
environment; reusable masks are available to our patients for free or a
voluntary donation which will support various local community schemes,
such as a carers’ café, a gardening project, fitness initiatives, etc. This will
avoid thousands of masks going to landfill and we would like to thank
everyone who has donated their time and effort into making masks.
Health & Wellbeing
There has been a lot of recent publicity about general health and wellbeing
thanks to the impact of COVID on lifestyles. As well as our excellent
clinical team, we are pleased to welcome 3 new members of staff, joining
Carol & Lily in our health & wellbeing team, supported by NHS England.
Together they can offer advice and support on general health conditions
and management of long term medical conditions, Fitness and weight
management, Stress, Anxiety or depression, or just feeling overwhelmed;
and lots more… Please contact the team by phone or email
wccg.sarumwbc@nhs.net and they will be happy to talk to you and offer
advice, or signpost you to someone that can. We are looking for patients to
participate in supporting the health & wellbeing project and if anyone would
like to offer assistance and can volunteer we would be happy to hear from
you.
Stay Safe, from all the team at Downton Surgery

⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫

Action on Hearing Loss
Hearing aid maintenance drop in service – batteries and information
Our hearing aid maintenance drop in clinics are suspended for the time
being due to the Corona virus, but I can still post hearing aid batteries to
you if you are a Salisbury hospital audiology patient. This is a free service.
At this time I’m not posting out tubing but I can help you with information on
how to get the best from your hearing aids, including daily cleaning and
information on hearing loss. Please don’t hesitate to contact me.
Gill Drayson. Telephone 01722 580014, mobile 07570 670643,
or email Gillian.drayson@hearingloss.org.uk

10

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The meeting of the Parish Council was held on Monday 12th October 2020
as a virtual meeting using Zoom. This was permitted under new legislation
contained in the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels
(Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel
Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020. Ten members of the
public were present.
Wiltshire Council matters: Cllr Clewer gave the following report:
The revised trial for the pedestrianisation of Salisbury will start on 21 st
October.
He was working on ways to make Area Boards engage more with their
local communities
Approval of Various Works: The Council approved the funding for the
following works:
For the area of land on the corner of Marie Avenue and Elizabeth Close to
be maintained within the Council’s grass cutting contract.
A new noticeboard for Downton Cemetery.
Various repairs and replacement works to play equipment in accordance
with the Council’s play inspection reports.
The installation and replacement of 8 public bins on the highway and in the
Moot Lane Recreation Ground.
The installation of bollards and cycle stands around the Borough Cross to
deter vehicles from parking on the pedestrian area.
The installation and connection of two new replacement spotlights beside
the Borough Cross.
Five new replacement Street Name Plates for Warrens Lane, Church
Hatch, Twynhams Close, Downlands Close and Long Close West.
Various tree works in Downton Cemetery, the Memorial Gardens and the
Moot Lane Recreation Ground.
Vacancies: There are currently seven vacancies for councillors on the
Parish Council. If you are interested, please contact the Clerk.
The next meeting of the Council will be held virtually on Monday
9th November 2020 at 7.30 pm. Please see the published Agenda or
contact the Clerk for the login details.
Bev Cornish, Clerk to Downton Parish Council, West View, Slab Lane,
Downton, SP5 3PS. Tel 01725 513874.
Email: clerk@downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk Facebook: Downton Parish Council
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If you could spare some time, or for further information
please contact Downton Link:
01725 513807 info@downtonlink.org.uk
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Royal British Legion Downton Branch
Remembrance Sunday: Unfortunately, this year we are very
restricted in what we are allowed to do. British Legion
guidance and Government COVID rules severely restrict
what we are able to do. As a result, there will only be a short
ceremony at The Memorial Hall on Remembrance Sunday (8th November),
similar to the VJ Day ceremony (no Band, no marching, no road closure).
COVID rules preclude gatherings of more than six people. We therefore
ask that everyone stays away, but you may wish to stand in your doorway
for two minutes’ silence at 11 o’clock, as a mark of respect to the Fallen.
Remembrance Day will be marked, as usual, by a very short ceremony by
the Borough Cross, starting just before 11 o’clock. Again, because of
COVID rules, we would ask that people do not gather there at that time.
Apologies to all; let us hope that we can get back to normal next year.
Keep Safe.
Bryan Morris, Branch Chairman.

Poppy Collection Saturday 7th November outside Co-op
Due to the current situation the normal village poppy collections have been
disrupted. Instead we will be organising a collection outside the Co-op on
7th November to accept your poppy donations in cash, so please bring
some with you. Even the smallest donation makes a difference.
Sorry, we are unable to accept a card payment but you can donate
online: https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get.../ways-to-give/donate
LIVE ON - The Royal British Legion provides lifelong support for the Armed
Forces community - serving men and women, veterans, and their families.
Maybe you could help support your colleagues or friends who are not faring
so well by joining the Downton Royal British Legion or even volunteering for
our community activities such as Poppy collections etc.
For more information, please contact us at thankyou@britishlegion.org.uk for
details or come to one of our committee meetings to meet members.
The next meeting is the AGM on 4th November 2020 via Zoom.
The next Branch meeting is 4th March 2021
Paul Hammond 07710 425983
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Downton’s 2020

Christmas Tree Festival
Re-Imagined
Will be available to be viewed from

12 th December
Christmas decorations, local music,
activity ideas plus virtual cakes
All to be found on:

www.downtonvillage.co.uk

Entries Welcome Now
You are invited to submit your
photographs of your decorated tree,
wreath, table centre, nativity scene,
garden tree or your light-bedecked house
to form a

Virtual ‘Village Christmas Trail’
Larger entries that can be viewed from the street can be
included in a physical trail to cheer up the whole village

Send your photos to:
contact@downtonvillage.co.uk
Final entry deadline: 30th November
Entries can be from individuals, schools, families,
businesses, charities and community groups.
Let your imagination run riot with unusual or traditional
decorations, with a theme, as a tribute or just decorative.

Donations will be invited for the
Wiltshire Family Counselling Trust
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Downton Band
Downton Band will be attempting to deliver a near normal routine of playing
carols around the village during December, including on Christmas Day as much as this is possible within current law and guidelines. We will have
strict social distancing and COVID-secure procedures in place with full risk
assessments carried out.
The band has of course lost nearly all its income due to lockdown and
COVID-19, so donations would be very welcome - but for the safety of our
members and the public we will not be knocking on doors round the village
this year. For that reason, online donations via our PayPal account are
preferable via https://www.paypal.me/downtonband or see
https://www.downtonband.org.uk/donate.shtm for other ways to donate.
Small groups from the band are also available to perform carols and
Christmas songs outside pubs and nursing homes upon request.
Our planned dates are as follows - but these are of course subject to
weather, players remaining healthy and there being no changes to the
current laws and guidance. We will confirm dates on our website and
Facebook page nearer the time.
Mon 7th or Wed 9th - The Moot Estate (Training Band)
Tues 8th - The Sidings
Thurs 10th - The Borough
Tues 15th - Charlton All-Saints
Thurs 17th - Wick Estate
Tues 22nd - New Wick
Thurs 24th - Outside the Co-op (times to be confirmed)
Christmas Morning we hope to be out as usual, but maybe at a different
time from what you are used to in some parts of the village. In addition,
small groups from senior and training bands will be playing outside the
Co-op on some Saturdays during December.
Thank you for your support throughout the year so far and over the festive
period.
Mike Ricketts, Acting Chairman, Downton Band
https://www.downtonband.org.uk/
Downton’s Mobile Post Office - Every Friday Morning
Moot Lane near to Recreation Ground: 9.00 am till 10.00 am
The Bull car park: 10.05 am till 11.05 am
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“DO NOT BIN IT, WE MAY FIX IT”
* Latest News*:
1. We are proud and honoured to report that we have received a letter from
HM Lord Lieutenant of Wiltshire, talking of the inspiration and generous
activity given by our organisation and local community. Also thanking all
our friends and colleagues for the wonderful and important contribution we
are making during these difficult COVID days.
2. Poppy Day - The ‘Mask Tree’ service have now supplied us with British
Legion Poppy Masks of many varieties that you can purchase from us any
Wednesday or Friday morning.
3. Dolls’ House – We have spent some time renovating a beautiful Dolls’
House and it is now on display and up for Auction in the Restaurant at
Cadnam Nursery. Why not go and have a look, and maybe put in an offer
as it will be available for Christmas.
A Clue: No Place like Holmes
Winter: As the colder weather approaches ‘The Drop off & Pick up’ service
is adjusting to ensure we can all continue to operate safely and within
Government guidelines. Dependent upon the conditions, the double
garage will be enclosed with a maximum of six people inside at one time;
gazebos will also be in place during wet weather.
Weekly Service: All is still going very well with a great variety of ‘Things to
Repair’ coming in. For instance this month we have had an old Tri-cycle to
re-furbish, Music Box to veneer repair, Plastic toys to repair or give voice
to, Dolls’ Pram to re-upholster and many clocks / electrical items to get
operating again. THINK – Christmas is coming, have you any item you put
away broken last year that you would like mended for this year?
Why not drop in with your damaged items any Wednesday or Friday
morning between 10.00 am and mid-day. All is in place and subject to
government regulations and our own concerns regarding health and safety.
We follow all current Government guidelines regarding social distancing etc
Please see the routine for ‘Drop Off & Pick Up’ on the next page.
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Lover Repair Café

(continued)

Please remember, this is the routine for Drop Off & Pick Up:
a. Come to the Drop-Off Sign in Vicarage Rd. Lover
b. Park on the field side of road – not in the driveway
c. Come in wearing masks, using the sanitiser on entry. (Spare mask
available)
d. Check with a helper that we can accept the job
e. Log your job in at the Reception window.
f. We will contact you when the item is ready for Pick-up
g. We are also available to give advice on any repair problem
Contact Paul on 01725 510753 for further details
P.S. Follow us on facebook.com/loverrepaircafe
and see the latest Bid for the Dolls’ House.

From 1st Downton Brownies, Guides and Rangers
Scout Christmas Post Cancelled
At our (Scouts) District Executive meeting on 13th October 2020 it was
decided that we would not be running the Scout Christmas Post this year.
Discussion was had around our ability to sort all the cards with the limited
number of persons allowed together at one time. Consideration was given
to having extra and longer sorting days but it was felt we may not be able to
cope by not having sufficient volunteers available. Also cards arriving at
DMH may be sporadic leaving a large number on the final days. Around
50,000 cards could be expected and our sorting system involves handling
each one at least twice. Further checks have to be made following that, to
ensure that there are no mis-sorts to Groups’ boxes.
Additionally, with rules about distancing and socialising changing regularly
it may be that we would not be able to deliver cards before Christmas.
Having a large number of undelivered cards would not enhance our
reputation.
We thank all those who normally support us. We plan to be back next year.
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Social Meetings for Downton Villagers
The Barford Day Centre (BDC) used to meet weekly at Ashley Grange
Nursing Home in their Garden Room. However Ashley Grange has been
closed to us since 11th March 2020 due to COVID-19 measures.
Our Organiser, Julie Beckett, has been keeping in touch with our clients
and their carers weekly by phone. The volunteers have also been meeting
up in the Memorial Gardens, suitably distanced, to chat and keep in touch
with each other. I found that we were all enjoying this opportunity to get out
of the house and feel a bit more normal with our friends.
Now since the Memorial Hall has reopened we are meeting up in the hall
on Wednesdays from two o’clock through to four o’clock. We are limited to
just six people each time and we have to take our own drink and biscuits,
plus a cushion if you like. We have done three events for the BDC
volunteers plus some from Good Companions so far and it has been great
to catch up.
We would like to offer the opportunity for others in the village to join in. If
you like the idea of joining our BDC ‘Coffee Circle’ on future Wednesday
afternoons, please contact Julie Beckett, the BDC Organiser,
on 01725 510987 or 07570 799358, to be put on her contact list.
Jeremy Parsons

Why not buy a Downton Cuckoo Fair bag or tea towel?
Cotton shopping bags
Jute Shopping bags
Tea towels

£3 each
£4 each
£2.50 each

Contact Edna Pike (01725 511332)


Or a copy of ‘Reflections’ – a book of Downton photographs
This was compiled many years ago, and provides a fascinating
record of village life in times past. Copies are available from
84 The Borough - contact Enid Crook (01725 511196).
Books sold in aid of Wessex Cancer Trust. Price £3.
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Community clean up and reducing plastics
The group leading efforts to move Downton towards
becoming ‘plastic free’ organised the litter pick that took
place in the village last month. The clean-up was initiated
with a stall outside the Co-op encouraging participation
and providing information about Plastic Free Downton.
Homemade reusable shopping bags were on offer, a great alternative to
keep in a conspicuous place, before popping to the shop without one and
resorting to a plastic carrier bag!
The key message on plastics can be summarised by 3 ‘R’s’ REFUSE plastics where you can;
REUSE as much as possible;
RECYCLE as a final step.
In the new year the PFD group will be contacting local businesses to seek
their support in removing single use plastics.
Meanwhile you can see some of the efforts of those involved in the litter
pick on Downton Green Group’s website, where there is more about
Plastic Free Downton and some useful tips on how to live with less
plastic.
downtongreengroup.org.uk

Did you see the Downton sunflowers?
If you walked, cycled or travelled in a car or bus along the Borough during
the summer you will have noticed the sunflowers in the field near the back
of the Bull. Why were they there? The owner of the land decided during
lockdown it would be a good way to cheer everyone up. A farming friend
with a tractor came round to help plant them, and the flowers eventually
formed an attractive feature in the village.
A decision was then made to raise money by creating a maze through the
mature plants. Many families came to enjoy the maze, at the same time
raising £1,736.99 in total for Salisbury Hospital’s Stars Appeal.
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Downton Horticultural Society
First, some good news: we are pleased to announce that our Secretary,
Tony Ashford, has been awarded a National Dahlia Society silver medal for
outstanding service to the Dahlia. Tony has grown prize winning dahlias for
many years and we are pleased this has now been recognised at a national
level.
A cheerful container of bulbs is an easy way to create a splash of colour
and really give your patio the wow factor in spring, and now is the time to
plant those bulbs. By layering bulbs it is possible to get colour from lots of
different flowers, the Dutch call this a bulb lasagne. It is fairly
straightforward to do this:
•
•
•

•
•
•

Choose a suitable pot and cover any drainage holes with pieces of
crock or used teabags.
Add a layer of compost at the bottom of the pot to a minimum depth of
10cm for roots to grow in.
Add the first layer of bulbs, pointy end up. The largest and latest
flowering bulbs go in deepest, moving to the smallest and earliest in the
top layer. They can be put quite close together, up to a bulb’s distance
apart.
Add a few more centimetres of compost, then place the next layer of
bulbs on top.
Repeat with another layer of bulbs if there is space, then more
compost. Finish off with 10cm of compost firmed down.
If desired, when the pot is almost full, a decorative layer of gravel
mulch can be added. Then water to start growth. The emergent shoots
of the lower layer bulbs just bend round anything they hit sitting over
their heads and keep on growing.

(Advice based on RHS and Sarah Raven websites.)
Gordon Bishop (01725 511475)


September rainfall
Despite the very wet last day of the month, we only had
a total of 0.93 of an inch, making it the third driest
September in over 20 years in Wiltshire.
M.C.
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HAVE FUN!

EXERCISE! MAKE NEW FRIENDS!
PLAY PICKLEBALL!!

The 1st New Forest Pickleball Club, which started in March
2015, has vacancies for new players. We play at the
Downton Leisure Centre on Tuesday and Thursday evenings,
from 5.15 pm to 7.00 pm.
Pickleball was devised in the USA and in recent years has grown quickly in
the UK. It is a racket sport that combines elements of tennis, badminton
and table tennis, and is played on a badminton court with the net at the
height of tennis net. It is usually played as doubles – men’s, ladies’ and
mixed – in a social, fun environment.
It is popular because a new player can soon get enjoyment without the
frustration of some sports, and players with racket sport experience can
quickly transfer their skill to pickleball.
After being closed from mid - March the club re-started playing at the
beginning of October with restrictions and hygiene to comply with COVID
regulations.
Familiarisation sessions can be arranged for anyone interested in playing;
and you are very welcome to watch play on Tuesday and Thursday to see
how the game is played, and meet some of the members.
If you are interested please contact Doug Gemmell:
dougandsally@btopenworld.com or phone 01725 513283.
You can also google ‘You tube how to play pickleball’ and ‘pickleball video
2019’ to see the game being played.


Downton Community Pre-school
We have had a great first term at Downton Pre-school. All our
wonderful children have settled in so well! We have had lots of
fun exploring on nature walks and making "potions" from the
things we found. We have also enjoyed learning about healthy eating and
making our own healthy snacks.
If you would like to enquire about your child starting with us, please call
01725 511178 for more information.
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Forest Edge Flower Arranging Society
In September the Flower Club committee took some time to
work out how we can meet during COVID-19 restrictions, and
we were looking forward to getting back in a small way. Now
with the ‘Rule of Six’ we are smaller still but we have
managed to get together for practical meetings again.
With our masks, hand sanitiser and social distancing firmly in place six of
us met in October to create some lovely autumnal designs with our flowers
and enjoy some fun and friendship. Those not able to attend were
encouraged to be creative at home and then send a photograph to be put
in an album to be shared with all members via email. It proved to be a great
way to keep in touch with everyone when we did this in September and
helps us all to enjoy our hobby. I hope you are keeping up with your own
groups and interests, especially now the days are drawing in and growing
colder!
Our Area of NAFAS (National Association of Flower Arranging Societies)
also held a Virtual Autumn Show and you can view all the wonderful
designs from talented Wessex and Jersey members on the Facebook page
or website. Why not take a look?
Facebook: www.facebook.com/WessexNAFAS
Website: www.nafaswessexandjersey.co.uk
When we can meet again perhaps you might like to join us. Until then take
care and keep smiling.
Martina Coleman (Chairperson)
01725 512556

DADA
DADA is still waiting for a convenient and safe time to perform Anne of Green
Gables. It was ready to go just as we were first locked down, and I'm hoping
my cast will not have grown out of their costumes by the time we can
eventually perform it! By that I mean the youngsters of course!
Jane Seden
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Rewilding - on a small scale
At a time of year when we are less active in the garden,
thoughts may turn to plans for the next season. An idea well
worth considering is rewilding part of whatever outdoor
space you have.
The practice of rewilding with the aim of restoring biodiversity has been
gaining popularity in the UK and elsewhere. A well publicised example not
too far from us is the Knepp Estate in West Sussex, where land which had
previously been intensively farmed has been allowed to return to natural
processes of regrowth. Many threatened species have benefited, as can be
seen at knepp.co.uk
Such large scale, ambitious rewilding projects are beyond most of us.
However, we can be more than spectators in this enterprise by adopting
the same principle in our gardens, albeit on a much smaller scale. Such
efforts, minimal as they might seem, can nonetheless be of great value in
helping to reverse the loss of insect species, birds and mammals.
Every situation will be different, but some simple changes are easy to
implement. Leave a patch of grass to grow long; allow leaf fall and ground
cover to remain under hedges. In so doing you will be providing refuge and
sustenance for ground beetles and other invertebrates, small mammals
and foraging birds. This is great habitat for hedgehogs too, and even better
if you share ‘hedgehog highways’ with your neighbours.
Lawns mown less frequently allow plants such as dandelions, clover and
self-heal to appear, sustaining vital pollinators. Rather than pulling out
everything in the flower border considered a weed, perhaps leave plants
such as dead-nettles or teasels to become part of the display, supplying
visitors to your garden with extra nectar, pollen and seeds. As to nettles
and brambles, often seen as unwelcome invaders, if you can leave patches
to grow whilst keeping them in check they will also serve as a great wildlife
resource.
Before any of this, it might be necessary to ‘rewild’ our mindset - worrying
less about untidiness and being prepared to see what happens when we
take a more relaxed approach. By more fully embracing nature in our
immediate environment we can hopefully look forward to a garden buzzing
with a greater wealth of wildlife next spring and summer!
downtongreengroup.org.uk
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Downton Cuckoo Fair 2021 Cancelled!
For only the second time in forty years, the Downton Cuckoo
Fair will not be celebrating the arrival of the Cuckoo in Spring!
It is with heavy hearts that the Downton Cuckoo Fair
Committee have taken the decision not to hold the Fair in
2021, which would have taken place on Saturday 1st May.
With Government guidance relating to COVID-19 changing regularly the
Cuckoo Fair Committee has, with some difficulty, risk assessed the Fair to
ascertain whether it could be run in a COVID safe way. With Safety
Advisory Group experts on the Committee we have been very well placed
to be clear about what is required but have concluded that there is too
much uncertainty, potential risk, additional complexities, and extra cost for
it to be a viable, enjoyable event.
We are very aware that the COVID situation and associated guidance will
change in the next six months, hopefully for the better, but we would
normally be planning, making bookings and outlaying costs now, so
needed to make an unambiguous decision based on the current
information and guidance.
More importantly, and at the forefront of our minds, is the welfare of the
villagers and people who live locally to Downton, as well as all the
volunteers and contractors who make the Fair happen. We are particularly
mindful of the potential risks from an influx of people and we want everyone
to stay safe and well.
We know that this will not be welcome news for those groups,
organisations and societies for whom the Cuckoo Fair is their annual
opportunity to raise significant funds. It will undoubtedly also be a blow to
all our wonderful performers and stall holders. We would like to assure you
that we didn’t take this decision lightly. A Fair with significantly fewer
visitors, limited stalls and no entertainment would simply not be one which
we are proud to share with you all.
So, in these difficult and uncertain times we also want to bring some cheer
to the village where we can and would like to confirm that the Cuckoo Fair
will, as ever, be providing Downton with a village Christmas tree. We hope
this puts a little bit of sparkle in 2020 and very much hope that 2021 will be
a more optimistic year, but more especially we look forward to the prospect
of welcoming you all to the best Fair ever in 2022!
Downton Cuckoo Fair Committee info@cuckoofair.co.uk www.cuckoofair.co.uk
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RAF Stoney Cross part 2, USAAF Station 452
A continuation of the history of this WW2 airfield located in the New Forest,
researched and written by a member of the Redlynch Local History Society.
Part 1 was published in the September edition of the Parish News.
The USAAF (US Army Air Force) in the shape of the 367th Fighter Group
(FG), comprising the 392,393,394th Fighter squadrons, arrived on 1st April
1944. If ever there was a demonstration of the speed and ‘must do’ attitude
at this time the equipment of this Group on arrival with 75 twin engine P-38
Lightnings was it. The pilots had all trained on single engine aircraft in the
States and were expected to start operational missions prior to D-Day in
early June; needless to say, there were fatal crashes, often caused by
engine failure on take-off or landing. A very experienced P-38 pilot was
sent to demonstrate correct flying techniques, especially on single engine
flying, and the accidents dropped. On 9th May they started operational
missions attacking airfields, bridges, rail junctions and strong points. During
this period of operations, seven pilots were lost.
On D-Day, P-38’s were the only fighters supposedly flying over the convoys
and beaches as their unusual twin boom configuration was thought to
facilitate friendly identification to trigger happy ships’ crews. The immediate
hours before D-Day were spent painting the aircraft with the top secret
white and black stripes to further distinguish between friend or foe.
The most dramatic operation during the Stoney Cross period was the
attack on the Cherbourg defences. Capture was extremely important to the
Allies due to the storm damage to the artificial port facilities on the invasion
beaches. A major land attack was supported by all available 9th AF combat
aircraft as well as RAF Typhoons; the 367th was to be the last fighter group
over this highly defended area at low level and lost seven pilots killed in
action (KIA). All but 11 of the returning aircraft had extensive battle damage
which kept the 367th out of action for several days. During the 17 day
period since D-Day, including the operations in the Cherbourg area, the
367th had 14 pilots killed and one taken prisoner. This was over 20% of the
Group’s fighter pilots. On the 7th July, the P38’s moved temporarily to Ibsley
and on the 22nd flew to a new base in France.
Continued on next page >>>>
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RAF Stoney Cross part 2, USAAF Station 452
(continued)
Stoney Cross received its new incumbents, the 387th BG, on the 18th July,
comprising around 1,000 personnel. The Group flew Martin B26
Marauders, twin engine medium bombers; unlike the 367th FG they had
been in the UK since August 1943 and on operations for several months.
The Group comprised the 556, 557,558 and 559th Bomber Squadrons all
with the “Tiger Tail” Group marking of yellow and black diagonal stripes on
the tail fin. The standard formation was six aircraft in two vees, with three of
these making an 18 aircraft box. Two or occasionally three boxes made a
standard mission. The sight of these aircraft forming up over the New
Forest must have been something to behold, not seen before nor since.
Their Group commander, Col. Thomas M Seymour, had died in an aircraft
crash only the day before the move, and was immediately replaced by Col.
Glover C Brown from 9th AF HQ, who stayed to the end of the war. Glover
Brown implemented a number of training programmes and shuffled crews
which initially made him unpopular, but the Group became more efficient
and finished the war with by far the best bombing accuracy record in NW
Europe. Flying at medium altitudes, loss rates were comparatively low; the
556th squadron had four aircraft that survived the entire European war with
“Stinky” making 175 sorties. Twenty two missions were flown from Stoney
Cross commencing 23rd July until 26th August when they prepared to move
to France.

Charity cards are available at Southons Furniture Shop
in Catherine Street, Salisbury, until 19th December.
On sale from 9.30 am to 4.30 pm Monday – Saturday.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Cards may also be bought online
at www.cardsforcharity.co.uk
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Downton Clubs and Societies
Allotments Association ………………………………………
Barford Day Centre……………………………………………
BWSC Association Chairman ………………………………
BWSC Bowling Club …………………………………………..
BWSC Social Club ……………………………………………..
Cuckoo Fair Committee ……………………….................
DCT Links Youth Group: School years 7/8/9+…………
Downton Angling Society …………………………………..
Downton Art Group (Mondays) …………………............
Downton Art Group (Wednesdays) ………………………
Downton Band Secretary ……………………………………
Downton Community Choir ………………………………..
Downton Community Pre-School ………………...........
Downton Country Market …………………………………..
Downton Football Club ………………………………………
Downton Green Group ………………………………………
Downton History Group
Downton Horticultural Society ……………………………
Downton Lace Group ……………………………...............
Downton Leisure Centre …………………………………….
Downton Link …………………………………………………..
Downton Millennium Green Trust ………………………..
Downton Parish Council Clerk ……………………………..
Downton Society …………………………………...............
Downton Society Footpath Group ……………………….
Downton Tennis Club ……………………………..............
Forest Edge Flower Arranging Society ………………….
Gallipoli (D) Company, Wilts, Army Cadet Force……..
Good Companions …………………………………………….
Guides:
Rainbows ……………………………………
First Downton Brownies ………………..
First Downton Guides ……………………
Guild of Ringers (Church Bells) …………………………….
Longwater Tai Chi …………………………………………….
Memorial Hall Bookings …………………………..............
Parochial Church Council ……………………………………
Royal British Legion …………………………………………..
Scouts:
Beavers ….………………………………….
Cubs ………………………………………….
Scouts ….……………………………………
St Laurence Sunday School ………………………………..
The Moot – Friends of the Moot ………………………….
The Moot – Moot Preservation Trust ……………………
Wessex Cancer Trust …………………………………………

Susan Barnhurst-Davies …….. 01725 512963
Jeremy Parsons………………… 01725 512963
Mr Simon Bromilow ……....... 07785 265019
Mike Hallam
michaelhallam99@btinternet.com
Mr Simon Bromilow ..……….. 07785 265019
Mr T Pike ………………………..
01725 511332
Mr P Rhoades ………………….
01725 514792
Mr B Hayward …………………. 01425 476908
Mr Roy Powell …………………
01725 511324
07826 754615
Mrs Heather Borrelli …………
Danie Williams ………………..
07535 994164
Kate Edgar ……………………..
01725 512635
01725 511178
Becci Lanham …………………
Mrs D Rochefort ………………
07733 363041
Dan Newman ……………........ 07900 370600
Jane Brentor …………………… 01725 510504
Mr Dave Webber ……………… 01725 513759
Mr Tony Ashford .…………….. 01725 510656
Mrs Judi Brown ……………….. 01725 511649
Dave Taylor …………….
01725 513668
Co-ordinator …………………… 01725 513807
Sue Larkin ……………….........
01725 511209
Mrs Beverley Cornish ……….. 01725 513874
Susan Barnhurst-Davies ……. 01725 512963
Susan Barnhurst-Davies ……. 01725 512963
Kevin Burns……..Kevinmburns57@gmail.com
Mrs Martina Coleman ……….
01725 512556
SSI J Burton ……………………. 07788 975846
01725 510601
Mrs Julia Whitmarsh …………
Sam Bennie …………………….
07866 318497
Kirstie Penton …………………. 07824 898611
Liz Jennings
Istdowntonguides@gmail.com
Mr R Plaskett ………………….. 01725 511258
Jane Launchbury ………........
01725 514546
Mrs Hilary Mace ………………. 07760 415818
Mrs Jo Parsons ………………… 01725 512738
Mr Paul Hammond …………
07710 425983
Jon Edwards …downtonbeavers@gmail.com
Jonathan Borwell..downtoncubs@gmail.com
Kevin Hill ….……downtonscouts@gmail.com
01725 513869
Dr J McGee ……………………..
Mrs J Greville-Heygate ……..
01725 511755
Mr Dave Webber………………
01725 513759
01725 511196
Mrs Enid Crook ………………..

Please notify the Editor of any changes, additions or deletions
(Amended June 2020)
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Advertisements – November 2020
All box and line advertisements in this magazine
are accepted in good faith
The cost of a 30 word insert in this column is £2.50 per month (£20.00 per
annum). Please send a copy of your advertisement plus cash to Mrs M Pitt,
11 Joanna Close, Downton (01725 510586) by 12th of the month.
Chiropodist/Podiatrist - Claire Treviss, BSc (Hons). State Registered.
Treatment at your home, including nail cutting, corn removal, verruca
treatment, diabetic foot assessment. Tel: 01794 390121, 07545 529280.
Downton Cuckoo Fair Pop-up Gazebos for hire - 10ft x 10ft - £50,
20ft x 10ft - £90. Contact Edna Pike: 01725 511332.
Television & Hi-fi Repairs & Sales. Over 30 years' experience. Help to
set up new equipment or advice given on older sets. Contact Ian Harris on
01747 870822 or 07921 194816.



To advertise goods or services in this magazine:
Block advertisements: Details from Patrick Briddon (01725 512576)
Email: patbriddon@gmail.com
Small ads: In by noon on the 12th of the month (10th of the month in
February) to Marguerite Pitt (01725 510586)
___________________________________________________________

Sending editorial copy
Articles and notices of events for the December issue to be emailed to the
Editor by 14th November. Please contact the Editor if you wish to submit a
paper copy.
Articles will be shortened if space is limited; any received late may not
be used. While the magazine is currently online, coloured clipart and
photographs are welcome.
Editor: Angela Jones (01725 512204)
Email: alovelockjones@waitrose.com
Editorial enquiries may also be addressed to the Team Rector,
Rev Frank Gimson (01725 510326)
_____________________________________________________
Opinions expressed or implied in this publication are not necessarily
those of the Editor or Parochial Church Council, and no responsibility
can be accepted for any errors of fact published in the Parish News.

