
 

  May 2020 

Free 



St Laurence Church Downton 

 

Churchwarden: Mr Ken Parsons  01725 512738 

Parish administrator: Mrs Jo Parsons  01725 512738 

Director of Music: Mrs Elaine Hicks-Arnold  01722 710341 

Sunday School: Dr Janet McKee  01725 513869 

Church Flowers: Mrs V Ekins D. 510233 & Mrs J Truscott D. 510733 
 

Church website: www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk 

 www.facebook.com/stlaurencedownton  
 

For our latest news see our website and Facebook page. 
 

If you would like to receive the Vicar’s daily reflection 

during this current situation, please email him at 

fateamrector@outlook.com  
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prayer, learning together & serving the local community” 
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St Andrew, Landford; St Peter, Bramshaw; St Peter, Plaitford. 

_______________________________ 
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requests for pastoral visits, should be made to  

The Team Rector, Rev Frank Gimson. 

Tel. 01725 510326.  Email: fateamrector@outlook.com  

 

Downton Parish News is published 10 times a year. Information 

for contributors and advertisers will be found at the back  

of the magazine, together with details of home delivery. 
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From the Team Rector: Revd Frank Gimson 

The Vicarage, Barford Lane, Downton  ( 01725 510326) 
 

We are living in extraordinary times. Unable to use our church buildings, we 

are rediscovering what it means to be Church. We’ve always known, in 

theory anyway, that we are the Church rather than any particular place – 

but our buildings are very important to us. They help us focus on the 

presence of God, where worship has been celebrated and prayers made 

for countless generations. Perhaps, though, this time is an opportunity for 

us to examine those forms and patterns of our Church life and ask 

ourselves whether they take too important a place for us in our discipleship. 

On the positive side we are discovering new ways of being community and 

what it means to be Church. Because we cannot see one another as we 

would wish, we are making more of an effort to keep in touch. Some of us 

are getting more fresh air and exercise than we usually do. It’s a chance to 

get out, but also to meet our neighbours and catch up - all within the 

appropriate restrictions, of course. 

On the social side we are rediscovering patience as we wait our turn in the 

queue, and the importance of who we pass instead of rushing by in our 

own busy worlds. Many of us are learning new IT skills using applications 

such as Zoom or YouTube. Indeed on Easter Day we had an online 

meeting with my wider family across four time zones. 

However, we have to admit that it has also been hard. We miss seeing our 

loved ones face to face and there are times when only a hug will do. 

Isolation can be difficult, especially as we don’t know how long it will 

continue, and some of us are unable to get out at all. 

At times like this it is important to hold fast to the deeper realities of our 

existence. For us, especially at this time of year, that means God acting in 

our world through the resurrection of Jesus. 

By touching all humanity through his own humanity, God brings to each 

one of us all the effects of his being human – including being raised up to 

the realm of the divine in Jesus. That, at least, is a cause for joy! 

God bless and keep safe, 
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ST LAURENCE CHURCH SERVICES 
 

Following guidance from the Archbishops, all Church of England church 

buildings are currently closed not only for public worship, but for private 

prayer as well. This includes a priest or lay person offering prayer in church 

on their own.   
  

Although sadly we can no longer have our building open, even so as the 

Church our prayer and service for our community continues across the 

village. We are continuing to pray for everyone and regular services are 

being recorded at The Vicarage by Rev Frank Gimson. These services are 

available to watch through www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk, the church 

website. For some of these services there are also service sheets which 

can be viewed or downloaded, enabling those watching at home to join in 

with prayers and responses. 
 

If you would like to follow the readings for the Sundays in May and 
Ascension Day they are: 
 

Sunday 3rd May 2020  Fourth Sunday of Easter    
 1st Reading Acts 2:42-end 
 Gospel John 10:1-10 
 

Sunday 10th May 2020  Fifth Sunday of Easter   
 1st Reading Acts 7:55-60 
 Gospel John 14:1-14 
  

Sunday 17th May 2020  Sixth Sunday of Easter  
 1st Reading Acts 17:22-31 
 Gospel John 14:15-21 
 

Thursday 21st May 2020 ASCENSION DAY  
 1st Reading Acts 1:1-11 
 Gospel Luke 24:44-53 
 

Sunday 24th May 2020  Seventh Sunday of Easter      
 1st Reading Acts 1:6-14 
 Gospel John 17:1-11 
 

Sunday 31st May 2020  PENTECOST      
 1st Reading Acts 2:1-21 
 Gospel John 20:19-23 
 
We will resume our normal service pattern as soon as we can (10am every 
Sunday, 8am 1st and 3rd Sundays). 
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Woodfalls Methodist Church 
The Ridge, Woodfalls, SP5 2LH 

 

Normally there are services on 1st and 3rd Sundays, and 2nd and 4th 

Mondays each month, but there will be no worship or meetings at the 

church until further notice. 
 

For pastoral contact or information about worship on the internet, 
contact: Graham Tanner: tel: 01725 512648 
or email: atanner.gtanner@btinternet.com  

..…………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Roman Catholic Services 
Church of the Good Shepherd 

Barford Lane, Downton, SP5 3QA 
 
 

Normally we gather every Thursday at 6.30 pm, but all public masses and 

prayer services are cancelled until further notice. 

In the meantime, St Osmund’s Church TV system 

can be accessed at: https://salisburycatholics.org/church-tv  
 

More details at www.salisburycatholics.org or  
St Osmund's Church, Exeter Street, Salisbury SP1 2SF 

Telephone: 01722 333581   Email: office@salisburycatholics.org  

….……..…………………………………………………………………… 

Downton Baptist Church 
South Lane, Downton, SP5 3NA 

 
 

Normally Services are held on Sundays at 10.30 am and 6.30 pm; and 

on Thursdays at 11.30 am. At present all of our services and groups are 

suspended until further notice.  

Online services are on the Downton Baptist Church Website. 
 

Ministers: Rev Philip Rhoades and Rev Katy Ulyatt 
More details of all events from Rev Philip Rhoades:  

Telephone: 07468 491143.  Email: rhoades470@btinternet.com  
Church Office: 01725 512971 or Email: office@downtonbaptist.org   

Website: www.downtonbaptist.org 

….……..…………………………………………………………………… 

Tune in to Church Services on Radio 
The Daily Service on BBC Radio 4 Longwave Mon - Fri at 09.45,  

Sunday Worship on BBC Radio 4 at 08.10  
Choral Evensong on BBC Radio 3  

on Wednesdays at 15.30 and Sundays at 15.00 

mailto:atanner.gtanner@btinternet.com
https://salisburycatholics.org/church-tv
http://www.salisburycatholics.org/
mailto:office@salisburycatholics.org
mailto:rhoades470@btinternet.com
mailto:office@downtonbaptist.org
http://www.downtonbaptist.org/
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At St Laurence Church we regularly pray for our 
local community.  For the last few years this has 
included our Roads to God mission, through which 
we pray especially for the people living and working 
in a few particular roads each month, covering the 

whole village over the course of a year. Each month, we bring the needs of 
those people to God in prayer through our regular Sunday worship and at a 
monthly prayer meeting.  

We have just come to the end of the cycle and so this month we will be 
praying for  

ALL who live and work in Downton. 

We will start the cycle again in June.  The list of roads for which we are 
praying is included in this magazine, and also on the church website. 

Members of the congregation usually deliver cards to each house or 
business in those roads, assuring people of our prayers and giving people 
an opportunity to request prayers for particular individuals or situations. Any 
such specific requests are treated in confidence. 

In the present situation we are unable to deliver our prayer cards, but we 
are still following this cycle of prayer. You can continue to request prayers 
at any time – not just when your road is on the monthly list. 

 

Requests for particular prayers can be made: 

by telephoning Reverend Frank Gimson on 01725 510326 or 

emailing info@stlaurencedownton.co.uk  
 

For more information, please see our Roads to God page on our website:  

www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk  

 

Roads to God Prayer Group 
 

The Roads to God Prayer Group usually meets at 10.00am on the 

third Wednesday of the month in St Laurence Church. 

Under the present circumstances we are unable to continue 

meeting in church. However, we will be asking members of the 

prayer group and wider congregation to set aside a time of prayer 

for both the particular roads in our prayer cycle and indeed the 

whole village at: 10.00am Wednesday 20th May 2020 

 

 

 

mailto:info@stlaurencedownton.co.uk
http://www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk/
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 Funeral: 
 

  March 10th – Ivy Doreen Hockey (95) 
 

   Service held at Salisbury Crematorium 
 
  Jesus says “Come unto me all who are weary and heavy laden 
                       and I will give you rest.” 

_________________________________ 
 

DOWNTON LINK SCHEME 
 

Good neighbour volunteers available if you need help 

with transport to hospital, the surgery etc. 
 

There is no charge but Link depends on donations 

from those who use the service. 
 

For further information ring 01725 513807 Monday to Friday 9 am - 5 pm 
 

 

 

More Volunteer drivers are needed for Link. 
          

Do you think you might be able to offer a few hours a week as a volunteer 

driver? Volunteering can be rewarding and it is certainly worthwhile - you 

can choose when and how much time you can offer, and drivers receive a 

mileage allowance.        

Why not call the Transport Co-ordinator on 01725 513807 or email 

info@downtonlink.org.uk for a ‘no commitment’ chat to find out more? 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Downton’s Mobile Post Office Van is cancelled until further notice 
 

 

St Laurence’s Church Registers 

March 2020 

 

mailto:info@downtonlink.org.uk
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  1  All hoping to get married this year 

  2  Those affected by the cancellation of the Cuckoo Fair  

  3  Our Church School – children distance learning 

  4  Our Witness to the Faith 

  5  Archbishop Justin Welby 

  6  Our Churchwarden and Deputy Churchwardens 

  7  Peace in the World 

  8  Our Parochial Church Council (PCC) 

  9  Our Team Rector and family 

10  All key workers 

11  Charities struggling to continue their work and fundraising 

12  Those made redundant or unable to find work 

13  Bishop Nicholas 

14  St Matthias - Growing through God’s Word 

15  Those who are ill and their families 

16  Politicians and their advisors 

17  Young people – especially those worried by cancellation of exams 

18  School Governors 

19  Medical staff: in hospitals, GPs, Care homes, research labs 

20  Church groups unable to meet and practice 

21  Ascension Day - Christ our King 

22  The Bereaved 

23  Those who produce our Parish magazine 

24  Our Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs)  

25  All who minister to the sick 

26  Our community life - groups unable to meet 

27  Those alone and depressed 

28  Those involved in manufacture, distribution, and sales of food 

29  Those at University and College 

30  Those in Residential and Nursing Homes 

31  Volunteers helping others in their community 
 

Please use this diary as a part of your own prayers. In this way we can pray 

together as a parish for our common concerns. If you have any suggestions 

for inclusion in this diary, please have a word with the Team Rector. 

Prayer Diary for May 
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COVID-19: Care of Villagers in Downton 
 

If you know of anyone in Downton who is vulnerable  
and has not received an offer of help,  

or if you would like to become a volunteer,  
please contact one of the co-ordinators. 

 

Our volunteers can offer to do shopping, collect prescriptions, 
 do dog walking, or ring to have a chat with anyone 

who is confined to the house. 
 

Co-ordinators: 

Becky Cornell: Moot Lane area 
Cornellbecky@hotmail.com or 07887 612439 
 

Jane Brentor: The Borough, High Street areas 
Janebren555@gmail.com or 07979 630588 
 

Hilary Mace: A338 and west Downton 
Hilary.mace@outlook.com or 07760 415818 

 

Thank you! 
___________________________________________________________ 

 

News Flash - Lover Repair Cafe goes “REMOTE” 

    

       With so many people at home now finding 

domestic items needing repair, and with some of 

our Team feeling bored with nothing to do -   

We are still trying to reach out & are offering the following service: 
 

If you live within walking distance of ‘Brambles’ (nearly opposite the 

Redlynch Village Hall) we are happy for you to ‘Drop Off’ any domestic 

items i.e. Clocks, Ceramics, Woodwork, Furniture, Laptop, Tablet, 

Electric/Electronics, Toys etc. on Wednesday or Friday mornings.  All 

being well the items can be ready for you to ‘Pick-up’ the following week. 
 

On arrival you will find the Garage door open to allow you to ‘Drop Off’ and 

you can book the item in (from 2m away) at an adjoining window.  Hand 

Sanitiser will be available.   

We will strictly follow all Government Guide Lines regarding social 

distancing etc.           Contact Paul on 01725 510753 for further details 

mailto:Cornellbecky@hotmail.com
mailto:Janebren555@gmail.com
mailto:Hilary.mace@outlook.com
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COVID–19  Update  from  Downton  Surgery 

  

As many of you will already be aware, we have closed our doors to reduce 
face to face contact in line with national guidelines. This has been done to 
protect our Surgery Team and Community alike. We will provide a remote 
medical service for as long as we are fit and able, and have also made a 
few changes to assist our patients in light of the virus as summarised 
below: 
  

•       Appointments - GP telephone triage appointments / video 
consultations and urgent nurse appointments for essential dressings 
and bloods are still available (our receptionists can advise if in doubt)  

•       Online Services – We would strongly encourage you to sign up if you 
have not already done so - facilities include ordering repeat 
medication (simply email downton.surgery@nhs.net with your name, 
address, mobile number if available and Date of Birth with a copy of 
your photo ID - driving licence or passport  - and we will set you up 
with a password)  

•       Mobile Telephone Service – Please can we emphasise the importance 
of having a mobile phone contact for you if you own one. If you have 
not been receiving important COVID-19 messages from us recently 
please take the opportunity to add your telephone number to your 
record, again you can email us the details as above. This will enable us 
to not only pass on important messages to you in a timely manner, but 
if you have a compatible smart phone it will allow us to use video 
consultation if necessary.  

•       Dispensing of Medication - due to unprecedented demand please 
allow at least 5 working days between ordering and collecting, also the 
way you collect them has changed – please use the window at the side 
of the surgery and respect the 2 metre social distancing rules when 
queueing 

•       New Medications Delivery Service - during the COVID-19 Lockdown 
we are offering a free delivery service to our dispensary patients who 
are in isolation (over 70s / shielding population) 

•       Rainbow Art - On a brighter note we are happy to accept rainbow 
paintings from anyone young or old who wants to brighten up our 
surgery walls 

Continued >>>> 

mailto:downton.surgery@nhs.net


9 
A BIG THANK YOU! to all our patients for the lovely comments and 

messages of support we have received and an even BIGGER THANK 
YOU! to our staff, friends, families and volunteers who have come 
forward to offer their assistance with anything from medication deliveries, 
to making phone calls to help everyone “stay in touch” or to check on our 
vulnerable patients, pet sitting for people in hospital, or taking out 

shopping to those in isolation. You are all amazing.  
  

If you would like to add your name to the list of volunteers, or indeed are 
struggling with anything and would like a hand, you can email our Social 
Prescriber, Carol at downton.surgery@nhs.net or ring the surgery 01725 
510296 for help. With your permission Carol will do her very best to either 
match you to a volunteer, or signpost you to one of the many resources 
we have available.  
  

REMEMBER:  Please help us to help you and do not be tempted to go out 

and about to visit friends and relatives; stay home and use telephone and 

social media to stay in touch with loved ones. The latest message from 

Public Health on the COVID-19 virus is to ‘ Act Like You’ve Got It, Anyone 

Can Spread It ’ – urging those who are still not taking the Corona virus 

risks seriously to consider themselves a target for the disease.  

STAY HOME > PROTECT THE NHS > SAVE LIVES 
    

This information was still correct on 26th April when the magazine 

contents were finalised. Please see the Surgery website         

(www.downtonsurgery.com) for any updates. The village website 

(www.downtonvillage.co.uk) also carries current news. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Action on Hearing Loss  
 

Hearing aid maintenance drop in service – batteries and information 
 

Our hearing aid maintenance drop in clinics are suspended for the time 

being due to the corona virus, but I can still post hearing aid batteries to 

you if you are a Salisbury hospital audiology patient. This is a free service. 

At this time I’m not posting out tubing but I can help you with information on 

how to get the best from your hearing aids, including daily cleaning and 

information on hearing loss. Please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Gill Drayson. Telephone 01722 580014, mobile 07570 670 643, 
or email Gillian.drayson@hearingloss.org.uk 

mailto:downton.surgery@nhs.net
http://www.downtonsurgery.com/
http://www.downtonvillage.co.uk/
mailto:Gillian.drayson@hearingloss.org.uk
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Please support The Trussell Trust  

at this time 
 

Last year, food banks in the Trussell Trust’s network provided 1.6m 

emergency food parcels to people in crisis. More than half a million of these 

went to children. The charity has warned that more people are likely to 

need the help and support of a food bank as a result of the Coronavirus 

outbreak – especially those who aren’t eligible for sick pay or have unstable 

jobs. 

The Salisbury food bank is continuing to provide emergency support to 

people in the community in the safest way possible. They have had to 

make significant changes to the way they work in order to protect the health 

of everyone at the food bank – whether that’s people who need the food 

bank, people volunteering, or people donating.   

Donations of food are down and so any support for the food bank that 

you are able to give would be very grateful received.   

Donations can be made in the following ways: 

- there is a basket in the porch at The Vicarage in Barford Lane 

(please ring the bell just to alert us that you have left a donation so 

that it can be brought inside promptly) 

 

- there are food collection points at various supermarkets including 

The Co-op in Downton 

 

- if you are self-isolating or cannot get to the collection points but 

would still like to make a food donation please contact The 

Vicarage on 01725 510326 as we may be able to arrange to collect 

this from you, in an appropriate social-distancing way 

 

- if you prefer, you can make a financial donation through the 

Salisbury Foodbank website salisbury.foodbank.org.uk or by 

putting it in a clearly labelled envelope and posting it through The 

Vicarage door (please don’t leave any money in the collection 

basket) 

Thank you for your support in these challenging times for everyone. 

https://www.trusselltrust.org/2020/03/23/14922/
https://salisbury.foodbank.org.uk/
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The 44 Bus  by Caroline Burrows 
 

Oh how I miss the forty-four - 
        it trundles empty past my door - 

No internet connection there, 
Just half an hour to sit and stare 
At stream and field, alpacas, cows 
And so much more this time allows. 
On market day the bus is full 
With chattering friends 
Who push and pull 
Their trolleys down the aisle 
 

Now Covid's put a stop to this: 
We stay at home, the bus we miss; 
But still it passes down the road 
Hoping again to greet a load 
Of schoolchildren and shoppers too 
All back to normal, tickety-boo. 
Oh how I miss the forty-four 
It's ghosting past at half-past four. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *              

Grow your own 
 

No space for a vegetable patch? Runner beans or climbing French beans 

can be grown in a sunny flower border – buy them from an online seed 

company. Start them now in moist compost in pots, and keep warm indoors 

until they germinate. Move them into bigger pots and put in a sunny 

position outside, using environmentally friendly slug pellets if necessary. 

After all risk of frost is over plant them out, mixing some compost into the 

soil. Give each plant a cane - you may need to tie in the stem to start with. 

Pinch out the tips when they reach the top. Water well in dry spells. 
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The following letter from the then Vicar, Rev D Evening, appeared in the 

St Laurence Parish Magazine in February 1965 (the magazine cost the 

princely sum of threepence!): 

“My dear Friends, 

Is a Parish Magazine worth the cost and effort of producing it? This is a 

question which has been asked more than once. Set beside the glossy 

weeklies which cover the book-stalls in such bewildering profusion, and 

the coloured supplements of the daily papers, the average parish 

periodical is a very humble and poor relative.  In one respect only can it 

claim to beat “Compact”: it is turned out month by month without the aid 

of an expensive staff, and without the regular crop of emotional and 

other crises in which the members of that remarkable staff seem 

perpetually to be involved. But, humble as it is, I, personally, think that a 

Parish Mag is very worth-while. It helps to strengthen the family ties of a 

Church. It lets members know about forthcoming events, and gives 

dates and times which could easily slip from the memory if they were 

merely announced in church. It gives opportunities for saying things 

which might be somewhat out of place in a church service, but which 

need to be said: items of news, words of thanks, reports on activities 

and so forth. The magazine is a valuable link between the church and 

those who are no longer able to attend public worship; it enables them to 

feel that they are still in touch. It gives me, as the Vicar of the parish, an 

opportunity to extend a welcome to any who are new-comers, and this I 

would like to do now to anyone who is reading this magazine for the first 

time. I hope that you will be very happy in Downton, and that you will 

find your way to St Laurence where we shall be very glad to see you. 

The most important reason of all for producing a parish magazine is, of 

course, that it carries a Christian message month by month. The articles 

in it are well written (I can say this because I don’t write them) and give 

valuable information and teaching: I hope people take time to read them. 

I could say more about the magazine, but perhaps I have said enough. I 

cannot close, however, without saying a warm word of thanks to our 

printer, Mr Wesley Johnson, and our advertisers, without whose 

                                                                      continued >>>>>>> 

From the archives 
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help and support it would be impossible to produce our magazine so 

cheaply, or at all.  

Join me in praying that God will bless this ministry of the printed word. 

Pray too that for all of us the coming days may be marked by spiritual 

progress, and that God may be able to do more in us and with us than 

in days past. 

Your friend and Vicar 

D V Evening” 

 

The Parish Magazine continues today 
Some 55 years later, we still produce the magazine, now called Parish 

News.  In these unusual and difficult times, though, where our activities are 

so constrained, we are for now doing so electronically. We hope that the 

magazine continues to serve the various purposes outlined by Rev 

Evening. Indeed, by issuing it online (and now free of charge) we hope that 

we are reaching some who have not previously taken the magazine.  

Unfortunately, at the moment we are unable to welcome newcomers to 

services in the church, but we look forward to being able to do so in due 

course.  In the meantime, please do contact the (current!) Vicar, Rev Frank 

Gimson, if you would like any information or support or would simply like to 

make yourself known to us.  He can be contacted on 01725 510326 or 

emailed at fateamrector@outlook.com. 

A request 
Not everyone has access to the internet, and we are very conscious that 

some previous subscribers and others may be missing their printed copy of 

the magazine. So if you know of a friend or neighbour who might like to 

read the magazine but cannot access it themselves, perhaps you could 

consider printing a copy – or part of one – for them so that they can 

continue to keep in touch. They and we would be most grateful.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as 

well as full worship services from the Church of 

England at the end of a 24-hour telephone line, set 

up particularly with those unable to join online church 

services during the period of restrictions in mind. 

Please do pass this on to anyone you think might benefit or like to know.  

mailto:fateamrector@outlook.com
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line
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News from Downton Church of England VA Primary School  
Learning at Downton Primary School 

has been very different for the last few 

weeks.  We have remained open so that 

the children of key workers can be in 

school whilst their parents are at work 

supporting the Covid-19 response. 

This means that for the majority of our    

pupils learning is now happening at 

home, with many of them learning sat at    

the family kitchen table.   

We are incredibly fortunate that Downton families are 

so proactive. Our parents have embraced these 

changes with enthusiasm, supporting learning at home 

as best they can.  Each day parents download work 

from the school website so that children can continue 

to learn at home.  We are extremely grateful to them. 

To support this effort, our staff have continued to be in 

school teaching key worker children, as well as 

supporting home learning by preparing lessons and 

responding to work which has been shared from pupils 

at home.  Do take a look at our children’s hard work which is celebrated 

under Home Learning on the Downton Primary School website. 

During this time, our children have shared our Christian values of Love, 

Peace and Joy with the local community by sending pictures and 

messages to the residents of Ashley Grange Nursing home and through 

our colourful banner, which you may have seen on the Borough. 

To encourage physical activity and emotional 

wellbeing the children have been encouraged to 

take part in daily online fitness sessions. Every 

child has access to an online website, where they 

can join in with daily physical activities and 

mindfulness sessions.  

We send our best wishes to everyone in our 

community and look forward to the times when 

we can reconnect in person with our wonderful 

clergy, staff, volunteers, parents and carers, and 

of course most of all, our fabulous children! 

https://downton-pri.wilts.sch.uk/
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The Parish Council meeting was held on Monday 20th April 2020 as a virtual 
meeting using Zoom.  This was permitted under new legislation contained in 
the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility 
of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and 
Wales) Regulations 2020.  Seven members of the public were present. 
 

Wiltshire Council matters:  Cllr Clewer reported that work was being done 
to enable some meetings of the Council to be held virtually, with any long 
term legal implications also being considered such as on the taking of 
decisions on planning applications when a significant amount of 
documentation was needing to be conveyed and debated.  The first meeting 
to be arranged was likely to be a meeting of the Strategic Planning 
Committee.  No Area Boards were likely to be held for the foreseeable future. 
 

Cllr Clewer also reported that lots of information was being sent out by 
Wiltshire Council to parishes and the Wiltshire Wellbeing Hub was working 
well along with the very impressive community support being provided by 
communities across the county. 
 

He said the lockdown was likely to last for longer than people anticipated and 
would be followed by period of social distancing. 
 

Grasscutting:  The Parish Council’s contractor was delayed in starting this 
year’s work due to the Covid-19 Emergency Measures but having put in 
place the appropriate measures to mitigate risk and be compliant with the 
measures, they commenced work on Wednesday 22nd April. 
 

Chair’s Annual Report for the civic year 2019/20:   Cllr Cornell read out 
the part of her report which thanked councillors, members of staff and 
volunteers who had assisted the work of the Council over the last year.  She 
said it would be published on the Council’s website and on the Downton 
social media sites.  Due to HM Government’s measures for Covid-19 no 
Annual Parish Meeting is able to be held and it was resolved that it be 
deferred until April 2021. 
 

Vacancies:  There are currently 7 vacancies for councillors on the Parish 
Council.  If you are interested in finding out more about becoming a 
councillor, please contact the Clerk. 
 

The next meeting of the Council will be held virtually on Monday 11th May 
2020 at 7.30 pm.  Please contact the Clerk for the login details.  
 

Bev Cornish. Clerk to Downton Parish Council, West View, Slab Lane, 
Downton, SP5 3PS    Tel.  01725 513874 
Email:  clerk@downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk  
www.downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk Facebook:  Downton Parish Council 

mailto:clerk@downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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Downton Clubs and Societies 
 
Allotments Association ……………………………………… 

 
Susan Barnhurst-Davies ……. 

 

01725 512963 

Barford Day Centre…………………………………………… Jeremy Parsons……………….. 01725 512963 

BWSC Association Chairman ……………………………… Mr Simon Bromilow ……....... 07785 265019 

BWSC Bowling Club ………………………………………….. Mr Alan Waters ……………….. 01725 512531 

BWSC Social Club …………………………………………….. Mr T Pike ……………………….. 01725 511332 

Cuckoo Fair Committee ………………………................. Mr T Pike ……………………….. 01725 511332 

DCT Links Youth Group: School years 7/8/9+………… Mr P Rhoades …………………. 01725 514792 

Downton Angling Society ………………………………….. Mr B Hayward …………………. 01425 476908 

Downton Art Group (Mondays) …………………............ Mr Roy Powell ………………… 01725 511324 

Downton Art Group (Wednesdays) ……………………… Mrs Heather Borrelli ………… 07826 754615 

Downton Band Secretary …………………………………… Danie Williams ……………….. 07535 994164 

Downton Community Choir ……………………………….. Kate Edgar …………………….. 01725 512635 

Downton Community Pre-School ………………........... Becci Lanham ………………… 01725 511178 

Downton Country Market ………………………………….. Mrs D Rochefort ……………… 07733 363041 

Downton Football Club ……………………………………… Mr Jim Blake ……………........ 07712 180548 

Downton Green Group ……………………………………… Jane Brentor …………………… 01725 510504 

Downton Judo and Self Defence School ………………. Mr David Fuller …………........ 01725 510616 

Downton History Group …………………………………….. Mr Dave Webber ……………… 01725 513759 

Downton Horticultural Society …………………………… Mr Tony Ashford .…………….. 01725 510656 

Downton Lace Group ……………………………............... Mrs Judi Brown ……………….. 01725 511649 

Downton Leisure Centre ……………………………………. Mr Paul Etheridge ……………. 01725 513668 

Downton Link ………………………………………………….. Co-ordinator …………………… 01725 513807 

Downton Millennium Green Trust ……………………….. Sue Larkin ………………......... 01725 511209 

Downton Parish Council Clerk …………………………….. Mrs Beverley Cornish ……….. 01725 513874 

Downton Society …………………………………............... Susan Barnhurst-Davies ……. 01725 512963 

Downton Society Footpath Group ………………………. Susan Barnhurst-Davies ……. 01725 512963 

Downton Tennis Club …………………………….............. Phil Rogers …………………….. 01725 514537 

Forest Edge Flower Arranging Society …………………. Mrs Martina Coleman ………. 01725 512556 

Gallipoli (D) Company, Wilts, Army Cadet Force……..  SSI J Burton ……………………. 07788 975846 

Good Companions ……………………………………………. Mrs Julia Whitmarsh ………… 01725 510601 

Guides: Rainbows …………………………………… Sam Bennie ……………………. 07866 318497 

 First Downton Brownies ……………….. Kirstie Penton …………………. 07824 898611 

 First Downton Guides …………………… Liz Jennings     

 Istdowntonguides@gmail.com 

Guild of Ringers (Church Bells) ……………………………. Mr R Plaskett ………………….. 01725 511258 

Longwater Tai Chi ……………………………………………. Jane Launchbury ………........ 01725 514546 

Memorial Hall Bookings ………………………….............. Mrs Hilary Mace ………………. 07760 415818 

Panda Club (Toddlers) ………………………………………. Jessica Sims ……………………. 07714 339711 

Parochial Church Council …………………………………… Mrs Jo Parsons ………………… 01725 512738 

Royal British Legion ………………………………………….. Mr Paul Hammond ………… 07710 425983 

Scouts:                 Beavers …………………………………….. 
Cubs …………………………………………. 
Scouts ….…………………………………… 

Jon Edwards …downtonbeavers@gmail.com 
Jonathan Borwell..downtoncubs@gmail.com 
Kevin Hill ….……downtonscouts@gmail.com 

St Laurence Sunday School ……………………………….. Dr J McGee …………………….. 01725 513869 

The Moot – Friends of the Moot …………………………. Mrs J Greville-Heygate …….. 01725 511755 

The Moot – Moot Preservation Trust …………………… Mr Dave Webber……………… 01725 513759 

Wessex Cancer Trust ………………………………………… Mrs Enid Crook ……………….. 01725 511196 
 

Please notify the Editor of any changes, additions or deletions 
(Amended April 2020) 

mailto:downtoncubs@gmail.com
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Downton Horticultural Society 

 

Due to the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic we have unsurprisingly had to 

cancel this year’s Plant and Table Top sale. It is also very likely the 

Summer Show will be cancelled but we are not making the final decision 

until nearer the date. No doubt most of our exhibitors will have been busy in 

their gardens as they cannot get out much, but unfortunately it is unlikely 

we will get to see the results of their work. 
 

Over the last couple of weeks my wife Linda and I have been transplanting 

our Heuchera cuttings which we took last autumn, and also taking new 

cuttings. If you are not familiar with them, Heuchera are evergreen, 

herbaceous perennial plants in the Saxifrage family. They are grown for 

their vibrant foliage (although they do produce a form of flower) and are 

available in a wide range of colours from bright lime green through yellow 

to various shades of dark red. Some of the colours are shown in the picture 

below:  
 

We love them because of 

the way they brighten the 

edge of borders, particularly 

if different colours are 

interspersed. We have also 

had a lot of success growing 

them from cuttings. We first 

achieved this when we tidied 

them up in autumn 2018 and 

dipped the cut stem of some 

of the cuttings in hormone rooting powder and stuck them in a small flower 

pot containing multipurpose compost. We then put the pots next to the 

south facing wall of our home and made sure they stayed moist. Come the 

spring, and at least 90% of our cuttings had rooted and, although small, 

were growing well. We did the same last autumn and now have several 

tubs containing a selection of colours which make a good display. 
 

Gordon Bishop (01725 511475) 
 

Visit Downton Horticultural Society’s brand new Facebook page where they 

will be sharing the society's updates, photos of the local area, horticultural 

tips and highlights from their shows and events. 

https://www.facebook.com/DowntonHorticulturalSociety/  

https://www.facebook.com/DowntonHorticulturalSociety/
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Forest Edge Flower Arranging Society 
 

Since I last wrote a report so much has changed, and we are 

now all keeping ourselves safe and well at home. Whilst we do 

this the Spring season is flourishing all around us and my 

garden is full of joyful fragrant flowers, glorious blossom and 

signs of leaves on the trees. There is much to enjoy and we should 

embrace the nature that we can see around us just now and keep smiling. 
 

For now the Flower Club has had to postpone meetings until it is safe to get 

together again and I know we shall look forward to that time. Our April 

meeting would have been a Competition with the theme of Spring, and 

whilst we are disappointed not to have been able to show the skills of our 

members we shall look to holding this again next year, so all is not lost. Our 

May meeting has also been cancelled and our demonstrator, Pauline 

Hurran, will be invited to come along next year, so we can look forward to 

seeing her in 2021 too. 
 

Looking back at this time last year we had just enjoyed a meeting where we 

practised the skill of arranging without the use of floral foam. Many of our 

members came along and created wonderful designs. This time of year is 

especially good for this technique as our Spring flowers really prefer to be 

in water rather than foam and it is also important for the environment. For 

many, in earlier years, this was the way they learnt to flower arrange and a 

chicken wire base was the most popular choice. This skill was championed 

by Constance Spry and Julia Clements as the way to bring flowers from the 

garden into the home. I know many of our members will be creating with 

flowers from their own gardens during this difficult time and will enjoy this 

simple pleasure. I hope you will too. 
 

Wherever you are I hope you continue to stay safe and well. Take care until 

we can all get back together and enjoy doing the things we love. 
 

Martina Coleman (Chairperson) 01725 512556. 



 

Downton Pre-school 
 

Unfortunately our circumstances have changed and Pre-School is 

now closed during this time. We are posting activities for parents 

to try with their children at home weekly on our Facebook page and we 

hope to see all of our families again soon.        downtonpreschool.co.uk  
 

http://www.downtonpreschool.co.uk/
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News from Redlynch Local History Society 
 

Well, it is no surprise the recent Government instructions have completely 

curtailed our programme of events. However like many of you, our 

committee members remain active, planning next season’s programme and 

working on their own individual projects. These topics include Franchises 

Wood, Hamptworth, local farms, history of the older houses and land 

owners in our area, and World War 2. 
 

I can reveal forthcoming talks currently include the 367th Fighter Group at 

Stoney Cross around D Day by Henry Cole; these pilots flew the twin 

engine P38 Lightning fighter. Their story comprises a rush to become 

proficient with this new aircraft which they only received when they arrived 

in the UK in early April 1944. By early July they had moved to Ibsley, and 

on 22nd July moved to France. 
 

Other bookings so far are: 
 

October 6th 2020   Penruddock's Rebellion - Ruth Butler 

January 5th 2021   Woodfalls to Rangoon - Sonia Aarons Green 

March 2nd 2021     Hamptworth - Georgina Babey and Peter Roberts 

October 5th 2021   Landford and Whiteparish - Rosalind Johnson  
 

With regard to this year’s talks, some of the speakers are flexible and could 

change dates. The speaker for this coming May, Mary South, whom we 

cancelled, is willing to come in 2021, and Ruth Newman is happy to 

rearrange the guided tour of Salisbury Cathedral Close originally scheduled 

for June.  
 

At the moment the dates for the Exhibition remain (9th – 10th October). We 

are still researching aspects of Redlynch in WW2, including Stoney Cross, 

and Food and Rationing.  
 

For information about our Society and future meetings visit our website 

www.redlynchlocalhistory.org or phone Carolyn Birch on 01725 511583. 
 



 

Rainfall report for March 
 

At last the wet season has ended but we did have 2.55 inches in 

March. However in the three weeks up to the 10th April we had no 

rain at all apart from a little drizzle.                                       M.C. 

http://www.redlynchlocalhistory.org/
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Hospice staff walk ‘around the world’ 
to raise funds during coronavirus crisis 

   

A team of 34 Wiltshire carers, nurses and support staff from the Devizes-
based Julia’s House Children’s Hospice have set themselves a lockdown 
fundraising challenge to collectively walk, run or cycle 24,000 miles - a 
distance equivalent to travelling around the world. 
  

It will certainly take them more than 80 days, as each staff member uses 
their daily exercise time to log their miles in an effort to jointly raise £50,000 
which will help enable the charity to continue its vital work caring for local 
children with life-limiting and life-threatening conditions. 
  

Gemma Linford works as a carer for Julia’s House and is co-ordinating the 
challenge with the Wiltshire hospice team. Gemma says: “Staff wanted to 
do something to help the charity during this difficult lockdown period. 
COVID-19 has had a big impact on Julia’s House, not just in terms of a loss 
of income due to the fundraising events we have had to cancel and the 
shops we have had to close, but also in the ways we are able to provide 
care to the families we support.” 
  

Julia’s House nurses and carers are continuing, under strict infection 
control procedures, to visit vulnerable children in their homes across 
Wiltshire and Dorset, responding to families’ changing needs on a daily 
basis. The care and support they provide at this time not only offers vital 
reassurance and advice to anxious parents, but crucially, is easing the 
burden on an overstretched NHS by enabling these children to stay at 
home. 
  

The charity receives no funding from the government for its Wiltshire 
hospice, and relies entirely on public fundraising, donations and Gifts in 
Wills to continue its support of local families.  Julia’s House has welcomed 
Government support to help compensate for its significant fall in income, 
but not knowing how long this support will continue nor how long the 
country will be in lockdown, the charity’s situation is challenging at a time 
when its care is such a lifeline for local children and families. 
  

To donate to the Julia’s House Around the World in Wiltshire challenge visit 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/gemma-linford2 

  

For more information visit juliashouse.org 
 

Susie Carver – Communications Officer 
Susie.carver@lighthousepoole.co.uk      Tel: 07900 828530 
 

Caz Maddock – Communications Manager 
Caz.maddock@juliashouse.org               Tel: 07968 888404 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/gemma-linford2
http://www.juliashouse.org/
mailto:Susie.carver@lighthousepoole.co.uk
mailto:Caz.maddock@juliashouse.org
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Advertisements – May 2020 

All box and line advertisements in this magazine 

are accepted in good faith 
 

The cost of a 30 word insert in this column is £2.50 per month (£20.00 per 

annum). Please send a copy of your advertisement plus cash to Mrs M Pitt, 

11 Joanna Close, Downton (01725 510586) by 12th of the month. 

Chiropodist/Podiatrist - Claire Treviss, BSc (Hons).  State Registered. 

Treatment at your home, including nail cutting, corn removal, verruca 

treatment, diabetic foot assessment.  Tel: 01794 390121, 07545 529280. 

Downton Cuckoo Fair Pop-up Gazebos for hire - 10ft x 10ft - £50, 

20ft x 10ft - £90.  Contact Edna Pike: 01725 511332. 

Television & Hi-fi Repairs & Sales.  Over 30 years' experience.  Help to 

set up new equipment or advice given on older sets.  Contact Ian Harris on 

01747 870822 or 07921 194816.  


 

To advertise goods or services in this magazine: 
 

Block advertisements: Details from Patrick Briddon (01725 512576) 

Email: patbriddon@gmail.com  
 

Small ads: In by noon on the 12th of the month (10th of the month in 

February) to Marguerite Pitt (01725 510586) 

___________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Sending editorial copy 
 

Articles and notices of events for the June issue to be emailed to the Editor 

by 14th May. 

Please contact the Editor if you wish to submit a paper copy. 
 

Articles will be shortened if space is limited; any received late may not  

be used. While the magazine is online only, coloured clipart and 

photographs are welcome. 
 

Editor: Angela Jones (01725 512204) 

Email: alovelockjones@waitrose.com  
 
 

Editorial enquiries may also be addressed to the Team Rector, 

Rev Frank Gimson (01725 510326) 

___________________________________________________________ 

Opinions expressed or implied in this publication are not necessarily 

 those of the Editor or Parochial Church Council, and no responsibility  

can be accepted for any errors of fact printed in the Parish News. 

mailto:patbriddon@gmail.com
mailto:alovelockjones@waitrose.com
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