St Laurence Church Downton
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requests for pastoral visits, should be made to
The Team Rector, Rev Frank Gimson.
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If you would like to receive the Vicar’s reflections
during this current situation, please email him at
fateamrector@outlook.com
“St Laurence Church explores & builds the Kingdom of God through
prayer, learning together & serving the local community”
St Laurence is part of the Forest and Avon Team of Churches,
together with St Birinus, Morgans Vale; St Mary, Redlynch;
St Andrew, Landford; St Peter, Bramshaw; St Peter, Plaitford.
Downton Parish News is currently published online every month.
Information for contributors and advertisers will be found at the
back of the magazine.

From Revd Veronica Batchelor, Forest & Avon Team
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Keep Walking!
Last month the nation heard the news that Sir Captain Tom Moore, aged
100 years, had passed away in hospital. Immediately there was a large
outpouring of both grief and respect. The Archbishop of Canterbury used
the words ‘where he walked the nation followed’ and some referred to him
as a hero. The image of an elderly man with his walking frame and as a
young soldier were readily recognisable. Whatever your thoughts about Sir
Captain Tom Moore, there was something about his story that captured
the spirit of the nation. Perhaps it was his optimism in the face of
uncertainty and his willingness to do what he could in such difficult
circumstances. Yet he was an ordinary man and for the first 99 years of his
life he didn’t have his own Wikipedia page!
His ordinariness may be what made his effort more attractive. He wasn’t a
celebrity, he wasn’t using his contacts, his status, his money or his
character to do anything amazing. He was an ordinary man who was
encouraged to walk and keep going! In doing so he inspired many others.
In one interview he commented, ‘the sun will shine on you again and the
clouds will go away’. In other words what we see and experience today is
just a phase, it will end and there will be a new, brighter day.
We all know, even without the pressures of Covid, that life can sometimes
feel like an uphill struggle, whether it’s with our relationships, health or
finances. It’s at these times when we need additional love and
understanding, perhaps that someone who will encourage us or go that
extra mile for us.
A long time ago there was a man who walked many miles and as he did so
he encouraged others to walk with him. ‘Follow me’ he said. As they
walked with him, they listened to what he said and this man taught many
people the importance of loving God and caring for each other. With his
teaching came healing, the blind were given sight and the lame got up and
walked.
We all need people to walk with us, to encourage us on our journey; and if
we open our lives to God, then come rain or shine there is a man who
everyday beckons us and says, ‘come and walk with me,’ and his name is
Jesus.
So take care, and remember it’s not where or how far we walk, but who we
walk with that really matters.
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ST LAURENCE CHURCH SERVICES AND SUPPORT
Although under the current restrictions public worship in Church is
permitted, like many other churches we have taken the decision not to
continue with services in St Laurence Church for the time being.
There continues to be a recorded service for each Sunday and these are
available to watch through the services page of the church website. There
are service sheets for all recorded Sunday and some other services which
can be viewed or downloaded, enabling you to join in with prayers and
responses.
Morning Worship is said by the Vicar at 10.30am on Wednesdays in
church but this is not a public or recorded service. On the third Wednesday
of the month he incorporates our Roads to God prayers (see page 5).
The Church is now open for private prayer on Wednesdays and
Sundays, between 11am and 12.00pm, when you are welcome to come
and spend some quiet time.
The Vicar may be unable to visit in person, but is available to provide
pastoral support. You can contact him on 01725 510326 or
fateamrector@outlook.com. He also continues to share Bible passages
and some thoughts on a regular basis which can be found on our Daily
Reflections page. Please contact the Vicar if you would like to receive
these by email.
If you would like to follow the readings for the Sundays in March they are:
Sunday 7th March 2021
Third Sunday of Lent
1st Reading 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
Gospel
John 2:13-22
Sunday 14th March 2021 Fourth Sunday of Lent (Mothering Sunday)
1st Reading Ephesians 2:1-10
Gospel
John 3:14-21
Sunday 21st March 2021 Fifth Sunday of Lent
1st Reading Hebrews 5:5-10
Gospel
John 12:20-33
Sunday 28th March 2021 Palm Sunday
1st Reading Philippians 2:5-11
Gospel
Mark 14:1 – 15:end
For latest news & any changes log onto www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk
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Woodfalls Methodist Church
The Ridge, Woodfalls, SP5 2LH
As the church is currently closed, Methodist Services can be accessed via
Salisbury Methodist Church website: www.salisburymethodist.org.uk
When writing this we don’t know whether we will be able to resume
services in March. So if you don’t receive Woodfalls Methodist
notices or Veronica Batchelor's email please ring to check.
For pastoral contact or information about worship on the internet,
contact Graham Tanner, telephone 01725 512648;
email atanner.gtanner@btinternet.com

_________________________________________
Roman Catholic Services
Church of the Good Shepherd
Barford Lane, Downton, SP5 3QA
The Catholic chapel is now available for private prayer.
The congregation hold a weekly Service of the Word by Zoom,
and a Mass is celebrated in the chapel at 6.30 pm
on every third Thursday of the month.
The next Mass will be on 18th March.
If you would like to join the Zoom service
please contact John Elliott on 01722 711665.
St Osmund’s Church TV system
can be accessed at: https://salisburycatholics.org/church-tv

_________________________________________
Downton Baptist Church
South Lane, Downton, SP5 3NA
Services are currently online:
Sunday Mornings at 10.30am and Thursday Mornings at 11.00am
Services can be found on the Downton Baptist Church website
Ministers: Rev Philip Rhoades and Rev Katy Ullyatt
More details of all events from Rev Philip Rhoades:
Telephone: 07468 491143. Email: rhoades470@btinternet.com
Church Office: 01725 512971 or Email: office@downtonbaptist.org
Website: www.downtonbaptist.org
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Prayer Diary for March
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

All visitors to our Churches
Our Witness to the Faith
All who rely on food aid
Those at work worried about social distancing
Our Team Rector and family
Our Churchwarden and Deputy Churchwardens
Those made redundant or unable to find work
Politicians and their advisors
Growing through God’s Word
All key workers
Medical staff: in hospitals, GPs, Care homes, research laboratories
Those in Residential & Nursing Homes
Charities struggling to continue their work and fundraising
Mothering Sunday – all mothers
Our Church School
Young People in the Church
School Governors
Peace in the World
Trafalgar School at Downton
Churches Together in Downton
Those who produce our Parish magazine
All ministers in the village
Our Forest & Avon Team
New residents in our village
Barford Day Centre
Our Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs)
Our Bishops and all Church Leaders
Those at University and College
Those getting married this year
All who minister to the sick
Local traders

Please use this diary as a part of your own prayers. In this way we can pray
together as a parish for our common concerns. If you have any suggestions
for inclusion in this diary, please have a word with the Team Rector.
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St Laurence’s Church Registers

January 2021
Funerals:
22nd January – Charles Albert Edward Comber (92)
27th January – Christopher Dennis Birch (Chris) (73)
Jesus says “Come unto me all who are weary and heavy laden
and I will give you rest”

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□
In our cycle of prayer for all living and working in
our community, during March we will be offering
prayers for:

Moot Gardens, Avondyke, Charlotte Close,
Cranbury Close and Forest Edge
In the present situation we are unable to deliver our usual prayer cards.
Requests for particular prayers can be made:
by telephoning Reverend Frank Gimson on 01725 510326 or
emailing info@stlaurencedownton.co.uk
Any such requests will be kept confidential.
You can request prayers at any time – not just when
your road is on the monthly list.
For more information, please see our Roads to God page on our website:
www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk

Roads to God Prayer Group
The Roads to God Prayer Group usually meets on the third
Wednesday of the month in St Laurence Church.
Under the present circumstances we are unable to meet in church.
However, we will be asking members of the prayer group and wider
congregation to set aside a time of prayer for both the particular
roads in our prayer cycle and indeed the whole village at:
10.30am Wednesday 17th March 2021
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The Parish of St Laurence, Downton

Church Electoral Roll
The Church Electoral Roll is being updated between
14th March and 4th April 2021
If you are already on the Church Electoral Roll and your details have
not changed, you need take no action.
•
•
•

If you are not on the Electoral Roll and would like to be included,
please complete an application form.
If you are currently on the Roll but your name, address or
telephone number has changed, or
If a member of your family is on the Roll but their name, address
or telephone number has changed, you should notify the Church
Electoral Roll Officer.
Church Electoral Roll application forms are available from:
Linda Ricketts, Church Electoral Roll Officer
2 The Sidings, Downton, SP5 3QZ. Tel: 01725 513162

Application forms must be returned and amendments notified by Sunday,
4th April 2021. The new Electoral Roll will be presented at the Annual
Parochial Church Meeting on Sunday, 25th April, when those whose
names are listed will be eligible to vote.
Being on the Church Electoral Roll is a way of saying that you are a member of a
church. To be eligible you should be baptised and aged 16 or over, a member of
the Church of England (or a Church in communion with the Church of England)
and resident in the Parish. If you are not resident in the Parish you will need to
have attended the church regularly for six months prior to enrolment.



Road closure on A338 from 5th to 11th March
between 7.00 pm and 6.00 am on the A338.
The A338 will be closed from its junction with Batten Road to its junction
with Warrens Lane to enable Wiltshire Council to carry out carriageway
resurfacing and associated works. Access will be maintained for residents
and businesses where possible, although delays are likely due to the
nature of the work.
The closure and diversion route will be clearly indicated by traffic signs.
For further information please contact Wiltshire Council Highways on 0300
456 0105.
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World Day of Prayer
Friday 5th March 2021
The origins of World Day of Prayer date back to the 19th century when
Christian women in the USA and Canada initiated a variety of cooperative
activities in support of women’s involvement in mission, at home and
abroad. From these roots it has grown into an international, inter-church
organisation which enables us to hear the thoughts of women from all
parts of the world; their hopes, concerns and prayers.
The World Day of Prayer is held on the first Friday in March, and the
worship service has a special annual theme which is developed by women
of a different country each year. This year’s service has been prepared by
women of the Republic of Vanuatu (located in the South Pacific Ocean).
The theme of the service is from Matthew chapter seven: “Build on a firm
foundation” and the focus is on living wisely. Women, men and children of
all ages are called to live in unity, love and peace in the context of ethnic
and cultural diversity like Vanuatu and so many other places around the
world.
The Day of Prayer this year will be different from any we have ever known,
but all over the world, people will be worshipping on the day as usual but in
unusual ways.
In the Forest and Avon Team we are encouraging people to use the
service in their own homes. If you would like a copy of the service
booklet please contact Rosemary Hawkins on 01725 510267. If you
leave her your name and address she will arrange to deliver the
booklet to you.
We hope to be able to hold a service together to mark the World Day
of Prayer on Friday 2nd July.
If you would like to join an online service for WDP, The United Reformed
Church in Salisbury is going to have a zoom service, which anyone can
attend, at 3pm on 5th March. For more information visit their website page
https://salisburyurc.co.uk/world-day-of-prayer-service-friday-5-march-1500on-zoom/

Support
Our
Local
Businesses

07760 415818
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Downton Surgery Announcement
~ February 2021 ~
Dr Paul Borrelli has decided to retire after
reaching the landmark of 35 years as a General
Practitioner. He started working at Downton
Surgery in 1986 and took over as Senior
Partner at the end of 2017. Paul has been
dedicated to primary care medicine and his
leadership and immense work ethic will be
greatly missed by all of the surgery team.
We are sure that our patients, (many of whom
consider Paul to be a personal friend after such
long service), will be sorry to hear this news, but
will understand his need to move on to new and
exciting adventures having achieved such long service. He will be leaving
at the end of February, but may still pop up at our COVID vaccination clinics.
Dr Borrelli would like to “THANK YOU for all the happy years together.
I’m leaving the practice in safe hands.” He is sure to see you all again
around the village, or when COVID-19 restrictions allow at one of the
various groups he belongs to; organising a themed musical event; (in
between globe-trotting with his wife Heather who is also retiring from
Salisbury District Hospital). We have generously offered to help him fill any
spare time he may have with covering clinics or supporting our projects
such as those run by the Sarum Wellbeing Collective!
Many of you have already enquired about leaving presents and cards,
Paul is very grateful for these offers but is happy to have been part of your
community for so long and says that is thanks enough. If however you feel
you would like to mark this occasion, Downton Surgery sponsors Downton
Football Club and Paul would be grateful for your support of their fund
raising campaign instead of personal gifts.
The Surgery has worked in partnership with DFC to promote health and
wellbeing and the club are currently refurbishing the former BWSSC social
club (and adjoining Sherwood Suite) at Wick Lane as a renewed facility for
the village called The Clubhouse. Dr Whitehead, one of the first partners of
Downton Surgery, was instrumental in the establishment of these facilities.
continued on next page >>>
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Downton Surgery Announcement - continued
We would very much like to build on our link with this village resource and
support DFC in their fundraising efforts to refurbish and re-open them for
the benefit of the whole community. When circumstances allow we have
several health and wellbeing projects we hope to run at The Clubhouse
and grounds.
As soon as COVID-19 is brought under control and we are all allowed to
mingle freely again, Dr Borrelli will be able to have a belated leaving party
as one of the first guests in the newly refurbished Sherwood Suite. We
hope many of you will join him for the celebration but in the meantime
please join us in wishing Paul

A Very Happy Retirement!

⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫
Daily hope and encouragement
With lockdown still in place, and many churches
being closed, the DailyHOPE telephone line helps
older, vulnerable and isolated people who cannot
access worship online. Since its launch, around
400,000 people have called the line, many on a
regular basis.
DailyHOPE is available 24 hours a day and is free from all UK landlines
and mobiles. The telephone number is 0800 804 8044.
It has a number of options including hymns, prayers, reflections and advice
about Covid-19. There is also an option to listen to a Sunday service.
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Downton C of E VA Primary School
Could you support the education of the adults of
tomorrow?
All schools have a Governing Body, a group of people who, with the
school staff, are responsible for ensuring the quality of education in
our schools. Downton Primary School currently has a vacancy for a
governor.
Could you bring any of the following skills?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Experience of being a board member in another sector or a
governor/trustee in another school?
Commitment to Church School education with Christian
understanding
Understanding and experience of strategic planning
Ability to analyse data, question and challenge
Links with the community and local businesses
Commitment to young people and the local community
Financial acumen
A willingness to learn new skills
An ability to support others

Governors are appointed by either the Diocesan Board of Education
or the local Parochial Church Council. The term of office is normally
four years. The governing body needs someone who brings their
knowledge and skills of the working world. Together with the senior
leadership of the school, governors ensure that the highest quality
of education is being provided for the pupils enabling them to be the
successful adults of tomorrow.
If you think you may be interested in becoming a governor, or would
like further information, please contact one of the Chairs at
Downton Primary School on pullyatt@downton-pri.wilts.sch.uk
or ddrennan@downton-pri.wilts.sch.uk
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Clerk to the School Governors required
Downton Primary School is urgently seeking to appoint an
enthusiastic and highly motivated Clerk to the school Governors
immediately, to provide administrative support and guidance to our
Governing Body on our governance, constitutional and procedural
matters.
This is a paid appointment and is a unique and exciting opportunity
for an excellent Clerk to work to support our Governing Body in the
strategic management and development of our school.
Candidates will be responsible for:
•
•
•
•
•

Preparation, typing and distribution of agendas and associated
paperwork
Accurate taking of and typing of minutes at the Full Governor
meetings (once a term) as well as any working parties
Maintaining accurate records of the Governing Body and its
membership
Advising the Governing Body on procedural issues, legal
responsibilities and constitutional matters
Policy management and distribution to staff and Governors

Knowledge of how schools and governing bodies operate would be
an advantage, along with previous experience of similar work;
however training can be provided.
Please respond by email to one of the Chairs at Downton C of
E VA Primary School on pullyatt@downton-pri.wilts.sch.uk or
ddrennan@downton-pri.wilts.sch.uk

Why not buy a Downton Cuckoo Fair bag or tea towel?
Cotton shopping bags
Jute Shopping bags
Tea towels

£3 each
£4 each
£2.50 each

Contact Edna Pike (01725 511332)
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Press release from the Avon Footbridge Working Group
This press release is to update you of recent events and to help find a
solution for where we go from here.
But first a brief history and description of this project:
• The idea (not a new one as this has been thought about for years) is
to build a foot/cycle bridge across the Avon in the Moot Lane area
linking to a path over the fields to the village centre via South Lane
• For ‘Top Enders’ this allows a pleasant and quick traffic free route to
the schools, Coop, industrial estate and other amenities. For ‘Bottom
Enders’ it will mean easier access to the recreational areas of The
Moot, the Moot recreation ground and Millennium Green. It would
reduce traffic, particularly at busy times, in the Borough and by
encouraging cycling and walking, reduce carbon emissions so
improving air quality.
• The project was resurrected and adopted by the Parish Council (PC)
in 2013. Surveys carried out in 2015 showed a high level of support
and it was subsequently included in the Neighbourhood Plan.
• The route from the bridge goes over farmland belonging to the
Longford Estate so discussions were held with them and the farmer
throughout. The Working Group was delighted when, in 2016,
agreement (in principle) was received from the Estate Trustees to
create this permissive path.
On the back of this agreement the aim was to get the project ‘shovel
ready’ so that construction could start straight away when funds
became available. Since then, the working group has been busy:
• Refining the route
• Held discussions with relevant agencies including the Environment
Agency and Natural England
• Organised improvements to route 66 (the path between the Moot and
Millennium Green)
• Commissioned a project feasibility/ design study
• Researched bridge designs, costs and commissioned bridge design
drawings
• Commissioned an Ecology Study.
continued on next page >>>
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Press release from the Avon Footbridge Working Group - continued
Finance for the project, approximately £7,000 to date, was released by the
PC from the Charles Church S106 money, given to improve access, and
PC funds. The next step was to submit a planning application.
However, in January this year the PC were surprised to receive a letter
from the Longford Estate withdrawing their agreement in principle to the
project. This feels like a great disappointment for the village as the
Working Group members believe that nothing of substance has changed
since the agreement in principle was originally given.
The route is believed to be even more important now with the new housing
developments and the closure of shops in the High Street.
So what’s the solution?
The Working Group has written a letter to the Estate answering their
concerns and offering to discuss them further. The aim is for the Estate to
rethink their decision and to be made aware of how much the project will
enhance the lives of Downtonians.
If you want more information on this project or on how you can help in the
future, please contact Ian Campbell (01725 512113 or
ian.m.campbell@hotmail.co.uk ) or Cllr Jane Brentor (07979 630588 or
janebren555@gmail.com).

Earth Hour 2021
The first earth hour was started by WWF in 2007 with a
symbolic lights out in Sydney. Over 180 countries now take
part in a collective act recognizing the need to take action
on environmental issues and protect the planet. This year’s
event is scheduled for 8.30 pm on Saturday March 27th, when people
around the world are encouraged to participate in the switch off.
For the first time there will be a ‘Virtual Spotlight’, with a video posted to be
shared on social media sites. More detail can be found on the website
(www.earthhour.org), where there are also informative sections on nature
loss and biodiversity, climate change and solutions to these pressing
issues.
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Tuning in to birdsong
The various habitats we can enjoy in and around Downton offer many
opportunities for tuning in to birdsong as spring approaches. Amongst
songbirds, certain warblers are early arrivals from their migration journey,
joining some individuals that will have overwintered. Listen out for these
when walking amongst trees, or if lucky in the garden.
Chiffchaffs are the first warblers most likely to be
heard - not very striking in terms of plumage, but very
easily recognized as they continually ‘sound their
name’ in two repeated syllables.
Blackcaps too are a characteristic
voice of early spring, with an altogether different song,
melodious and very spirited in delivery.
An all year resident bird can startle any listener with its
unusual vocalization, more frequently heard as the
season advances. Cetti’s Warblers generally remain
hidden in the vegetation fringing watercourses.
Difficult as they are to see, their voice is hard to miss,
coming in loud explosive bursts.
At this time of year downland can bring one of the greatest delights of
spring, the joyful song of Skylarks as they rise high into the sky. Another
pleasure in March is to anticipate the arrival of the first Swallows and
House Martins. Swallows often chatter as they fly overhead, and like to
sing from telegraph wires. Sociable birds, Martins attract attention with
their chirruping as they return to, or look for nesting sites under the eaves.
To check out these and other songs go to rspb.org.uk>Birds and wildlife
Search your chosen bird and click on the picture for the song audio.

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖
Downton’s Mobile Post Office - Every Friday Morning
Moot Lane near to Recreation Ground: 9.00 am till 10.00 am
The Bull car park: 10.05 am till 11.05 am
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Downton Horticultural Society
Daffodils are one of the most reliable spring-flowering bulbs, blooming year
after year with little attention. They grow well in containers, borders and
grass, with a wide range of flower shapes, forms and sizes to choose from,
to brighten up your garden throughout spring.
According to the RHS, it is generally best to remove the faded blooms after
flowering, so that instead of forming seeds, the plants put all their energy
back into their bulb, for a good flowering display the following year. Deadheading also keeps the display looking its best. Wait until the foliage turns
yellow before you cut it down – usually about six weeks after flowering
finishes. Don't be tempted to tie the leaves into a knot either, to keep them
neat. Daffodil leaves should be allowed to photosynthesise for as long as
possible, so they can fully replenish the energy reserves in the bulb, for a
good flowering display the next year. If you remove the leaves too early,
you may reduce flowering next spring.
Daffodils are long-lived plants, and clumps will expand slowly over time as
new bulbs are produced. However, if clumps become too congested,
flowering may be reduced. In this case, simply dig up the clump, divide into
smaller groups of bulbs and replant in several new locations, at a depth of
three times the bulb's height. Closely spaced bulbs in temporary spring
containers are best planted in the ground after flowering is over.
Gordon Bishop (01725 511475)

Action on Hearing Loss
Hearing aid maintenance drop in service – batteries and information
Our hearing aid maintenance drop in clinics are suspended for the time
being due to the corona virus, but I can still post hearing aid batteries to you
if you are a Salisbury hospital audiology patient. This is a free service. At
this time I’m not posting out tubing but I can help you with information on
how to get the best from your hearing aids, including daily cleaning and
information on hearing loss. Please don’t hesitate to contact me.
Gill Drayson. Telephone 01722 580014, mobile 07570 670 643,
or email Gillian.drayson@hearingloss.org.uk
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Forest Edge Flower Arranging Society
Despite not being able to meet in person we still held our
AGM as planned via the wonder of Zoom on Monday 1 st
February, and it was lovely to see so many of our members
on-line. After the main business was finished, we then
enjoyed a pre-recorded demonstration with Melanie Smith
entitled “Winter Flair” which was full of wonderful designs to inspire us. It
was so good to simply get together and experience the fun and friendship
of our shared love of flowers. We shall continue to use Zoom until we are
able to meet in the hall once again, and next month we will get together
and think about Spring designs, posting our designs on our Club photo
album. This can then be shared via email with all our members and help to
keep us connected.
Now as the Spring months take hold, we can all start to bring touches of
nature into our homes with just a few bright daffodils or a bunch of
colourful tulips. Lots of plants are stirring in my garden too, with fragrant
Daphne and Witch Hazel starting to bud alongside the Snowdrops and
Hellebores and eventually we will see the glorious Spring blossom. Why
not grab a simple jug or vase and cheer yourself with some Spring joy?
Warmer days will soon be here so take care, keep warm and stay safe and
keep looking forwards to this time.
Martina Coleman (Chairperson)
01725 512556

January rainfall
Although the last half of the month had rain every day the
total was only 3.96 inches, which is below the average for
the month.
M.C.
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Redlynch Local History Society
February Video Talk
Two Committee members Georgina Babey and Peter Roberts prepared a
YouTube video for members in place of their proposed talk on the
Franchises Lodge 'Secret Forest'. This 30 minute presentation showed
something of the history and memories of people who have lived and
worked on the new RSPB site. The talk covered the former Bramshaw
Telegraph and Toll Gate, being adjacent areas whose workers’ lives and
tales were intermingled with those of the various keepers and woodsmen
who were at the nearby Lodge and Cottage. One family, who spent nearly
twenty years at the isolated Franchise Cottage, described the difficult
conditions that were endured without mains power, electricity or water, let
alone telephone, before, during and after the war. It was little wonder that
they chose to emigrate to Australia. This cottage, now being renovated as
Cameron's Cottage for the Cameron Bespolka Trust, will bring new young
life to appreciate the woodlands and wildlife.
Most of the area was originally open to the free roaming stock of the New
Forest, but was enclosed two hundred years ago. Much of the land was
difficult to tame, this was seen in abandoned farms and small holdings.
Some only lasted a few decades, others survived until relatively late into
the 20th century. Deep in the dense rhododendrons is a beautiful four acre
lake that few members seemed to know existed. Once used for catching
ducks generations of local youngsters bathed there (probably without
permission!). It may now be used to attract wildfowl to the area for
conservation purposes. The video, a new departure for the Society, was
well received by more than 50 members. A booklet entitled 'Secret Forest'
is available from the authors for £5 plus postage.
Contact peter.robertsnf@tiscali.co.uk
Further details about the book are on p. 18 and 19
For information about our Society and future meetings visit our website
www.redlynchlocalhistory.org or phone Carolyn Birch on 01725 511583.
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A life of isolation pre-pandemic
New Publication:
Secret Forest, A History and Memories of Franchises Lodge
“A 'secret forest' becomes one of the RSPB's most significant
purchases in its 129 year history”
In March 2018 the RSPB, with seed funding from the New Forest National
Park Authority (NFNPA) and Friends of the New Forest amongst others,
bought a large plot of land from the Hamptworth Estate which included
Franchises Wood and Common. The site is known today as Franchises
Lodge Reserve. Largely unmanaged for decades the forest is host to many
different and nationally important bird and wildlife species.
New Forest authors and historians, Peter Roberts and Georgina Babey,
volunteered to undertake a social history and land use project on behalf of
the RSPB. In the course of their research they interviewed local people
who had lived in the remote cottages on the site, bringing a whole new
perspective to the 'living in isolation' that we have all experienced over the
past twelve months. Jane Blanchard (later
Robino) who now lives in Queensland,
Australia grew up at Franchises Cottage
during the 1940s and 50s. Amenities were
extremely limited but Jane still remembers
it as an idyllic childhood experience. Nor
has Trevor Read ever forgotten his
beginnings; growing up at Pimlico Fields
Max Read in the 1930s at
his smallholiding, Pimlico
where his parents, Max and Ellen (née
Fields, Hamptworth
Cowley) Read grew fruit and flowers to sell
at market, living in a 'sectional' bungalow
acquired from Bulford Camp and sleeping in a railway carriage.
Peter and Georgina, who live in Hale, have produced a book of their
findings and interviews starting with a history of Bramshaw Telegraph
where the current main entrance to the site is situated. The book is called
Secret Forest: A History and Memories of Franchises Lodge and costs £5.
Local collection/delivery can be arranged (or it can be posted for an extra
£1.50 p&p). The book is available by contacting the authors: email
geebabey@tiscali.co.uk or phone 07776266710.
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“WOW!
THANK YOU FOR
REMEMBERING TO
BRING YOUR ITEMS
FOR REPAIR DURING
OUR RECENT COLD
& COVID TIMES”
A great variety of items came in for repair in the last month, including:
Restoring a 100-Year-Old Postcard Album~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~Repairing 5 Radios
Reuniting a Pitchfork with a Handle~~Preserving an Old Prayer Book Holding Case
Re-Propelling a Propelling pencil~~~~~~~Re-vitalising a Hardwood Garden Lounger
‘Ear-Sticking’ & hole-filling a March Hare~~~Repairing a Classic Chinese Jewel Box
Renovating the 50th (last) local Road Sign~~Repairing 13 clockwork & electric clocks
Re-wigging / beautifying 2 Old Dolls~~Prepping 6 ‘Laptops for Learning’ (see below)
Welding & engineering Mowers & Strimmers~~Mending Angle Poise & other Lamps
Returned sound to an old Musical Toy~~~~Re-activated an unusual Water Sprinkler

Have you something like these or even more unusual items that
need bringing ‘Back to Life’? Why not drop them in to us.
Remember our motto – “DO NOT BIN IT, WE MAY FIX IT”

The Projects go on:
Support for NHS Staff – Thanks to you we have now been able to
provide Salisbury Hospital with £4500, specifically for the care and
welfare of all hospital staff.
‘Lover Laptops for Learning’ - A new Project. Due to the great
need, we have set up a Team who will take in your old laptop, clear
the memory & reset the laptop, then pass it on to the Trafalgar
School, Downton for use by those in real need of this IT equipment.

OUR SERVICE: At present our Covid position enables us to have two
(jabbed) members of the Team available to receive the repairs on
Wednesday & Friday mornings, with the excellent back-up of eight
members of our Team in place to allow us to ‘farm out’ the repairs.
Continued on next page >>>
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Lover Repair Café – continued
We will phone you when your items are ready for pick-up.
Therefore, if you have the opportunity to be passing Brambles,
Vicarage Road, Lover, just drop your item off & before long your
treasured item will be back with you in good order.

LOVER REPAIR CAFE FACEBOOK: As you may know, we have a
Facebook Site and we would encourage you to keep an eye on it as it is
continually updated and includes a number of items that people have
donated to the Repair Cafe, which we have checked over and are now
ready for you to purchase for a very small donation. Items available on
going to press are:
Two small Children’s bikes, a classic Girl’s bike (Age 11-14), a Man’s
bike, a glass TV Table, a Wall clock, a Quinny Child’s pram, a DVD
Player, a small TV, an IT monitor

For further enquiries contact Paul on 01725 510753
or write to us at loverrepaircafe@gmail.com
as well as follow us on Facebook.com/loverrepaircafe


DOWNTON LINK SCHEME
Good neighbour volunteers available if you need help
with transport to hospital, the surgery etc.
There is no charge but Link depends on donations
from those who use the service.
For further information ring 01725 513807 Monday to Friday 9 am - 5 pm.
We are also in need of volunteer drivers.
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Downton Clubs and Societies
Allotments Association ………………………………………
Barford Day Centre……………………………………………
BWSC Association Chairman ………………………………
BWSC Bowling Club …………………………………………..
Cuckoo Fair Committee ……………………….................
DCT Links Youth Group: School years 7/8/9+…………
Downton Angling Society …………………………………..
Downton Art Group (Mondays) …………………............
Downton Art Group (Wednesdays) ………………………
Downton Band Secretary ……………………………………
Downton Community Choir ………………………………..
Downton Community Pre-School ………………...........
Downton Country Market …………………………………..
Downton Football Club ………………………………………
Downton Green Group ………………………………………
Downton History Group
Downton Horticultural Society ……………………………
Downton Lace Group ……………………………...............
Downton Leisure Centre …………………………………….
Downton Link …………………………………………………..
Downton Millennium Green Trust ………………………..
Downton Parish Council Clerk ……………………………..
Downton Society …………………………………...............
Downton Society Footpath Group ……………………….
Downton Tennis Club ……………………………..............
Forest Edge Flower Arranging Society ………………….
Gallipoli (D) Company, Wilts, Army Cadet Force……..
Good Companions …………………………………………….
Guides:
Rainbows ……………………………………
First Downton Brownies ………………..
First Downton Guides ……………………
Guild of Ringers (Church Bells) …………………………….
Longwater Tai Chi …………………………………………….
Memorial Hall Bookings …………………………..............
Parochial Church Council ……………………………………
Royal British Legion …………………………………………..
Scouts:
Beavers ….………………………………….
Cubs ………………………………………….
Scouts ….……………………………………
St Laurence Sunday School ………………………………..
The Moot – Friends of the Moot ………………………….
The Moot – Moot Preservation Trust ……………………
Wessex Cancer Trust …………………………………………

Susan Barnhurst-Davies …….. 01725 512963
Jeremy Parsons………………… 01725 512963
Mr Simon Bromilow ……....... 07785 265019
Mike Hallam
michaelhallam99@btinternet.com
01725 511332
Mr T Pike ………………………..
Mr P Rhoades ………………….
01725 514792
Mr B Hayward …………………. 01425 476908
01725 511324
Mr Roy Powell …………………
Mrs Heather Borrelli …………
07826 754615
07535 994164
Danie Williams ………………..
Kate Edgar ……………………..
01725 512635
Becci Lanham …………………
01725 511178
07733 363041
Mrs D Rochefort ………………
Dan Newman ……………........ 07900 370600
Jane Brentor …………………… 01725 510504
Mr Dave Webber ……………… 01725 513759
Mr Tony Ashford .…………….. 01725 510656
Mrs Judi Brown ……………….. 01725 511649
Dave Taylor …………….
01725 513668
Co-ordinator …………………… 01725 513807
01725 511209
Sue Larkin ……………….........
Mrs Beverley Cornish ……….. 01725 513874
Susan Barnhurst-Davies ……. 01725 512963
Susan Barnhurst-Davies ……. 01725 512963
Kevin Burns……..Kevinmburns57@gmail.com
01725 512556
Mrs Martina Coleman ……….
SSI J Burton ……………………. 07788 975846
Mrs Julia Whitmarsh ………… 01725 510601
07866 318497
Sam Bennie …………………….
Kirstie Penton …………………. 07824 898611
Liz Jennings
Istdowntonguides@gmail.com
Mr R Plaskett ………………….. 01725 511258
01725 514546
Jane Launchbury ………........
Mrs Hilary Mace ………………. 07760 415818
Mrs Jo Parsons ………………… 01725 512738
07710 425983
Mr Paul Hammond …………
Jon Edwards …downtonbeavers@gmail.com
Jonathan Borwell..downtoncubs@gmail.com
Kevin Hill ….……downtonscouts@gmail.com
Dr J McGee …………………….. 01725 513869
01725 511755
Mrs J Greville-Heygate ……..
Mr Dave Webber………………
01725 513759
Mrs Enid Crook ……………….. 01725 511196

Please notify the Editor of any changes, additions or deletions
(Amended December 2020)
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To advertise goods or services in this magazine:
Block advertisements: Details from Patrick Briddon (01725
512576) Email: patbriddon@gmail.com
Small ads: Details from Marguerite Pitt (01725 510586).
The cost of a 30 word insert on this page is £2.50 per month
(£20.00 per annum). Please send a copy of your advertisement plus
cash to Mrs M Pitt, 11 Joanna Close, Downton (01725 510586) by
12th of the month.
All box and line advertisements in this magazine
are accepted in good faith
___________________________________________________________

Sending editorial copy
Articles and notices of events for the April issue to be emailed to
the Editor by 20th March. Please contact the Editor if you wish to
submit a paper copy.
Articles will be shortened if space is limited; any received late may
not be used. While the magazine is currently online, coloured clipart
and photographs are welcome.
Editor: Angela Jones (01725 512204)
Email: alovelockjones@waitrose.com
Editorial enquiries may also be addressed to the Team Rector,
Rev Frank Gimson (01725 510326)
_____________________________________________________
Opinions expressed or implied in this publication are not necessarily
those of the Editor or Parochial Church Council,
and no responsibility can be accepted for any errors of fact
published in the Parish News.

Don’t forget to look at the village website for updates
and information:
www.downtonvillage.co.uk

