St Laurence Church Downton
Enquiries for Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals, or
requests for pastoral visits, should be made to
The Team Rector, Rev Frank Gimson.
Tel. 01725 510326 Email: fateamrector@outlook.com
Churchwarden: Mr Ken Parsons 01725 512738
Parish administrator: Mrs Jo Parsons 01725 512738
Director of Music: Mrs Elaine Hicks-Arnold 01722 710341
Sunday School: Dr Janet McGee 01725 513869
Church Flowers: Mrs A Gates 01725 514674
& Mrs G White 01725 510733
Church website: www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk
www.facebook.com/stlaurencedownton
For our latest news see our website and Facebook page.
If you would like to receive the Vicar’s reflections
during this current situation, please email him at
fateamrector@outlook.com
“St Laurence Church explores & builds the Kingdom of God through
prayer, learning together & serving the local community”
St Laurence is part of the Forest and Avon Team of Churches,
together with St Birinus, Morgans Vale; St Mary, Redlynch;
St Andrew, Landford; St Peter, Bramshaw; St Peter, Plaitford.
Downton Parish News is currently published online every month.
Information for contributors and advertisers will be found at the
back of the magazine.
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From Rev David Bacon,
Team Vicar in the Forest and Avon Team
Dear Friends
“Stay at Home”
These are words that we have had to get used to – again. The whole idea
of an extended Lockdown, especially in the gloomy months of January and
February, is one that fills many of us with dread. We pray that at least
towards the end of this month, we might begin to see the first encouraging
signs of spring.
The whole idea of “staying at home” is one that will mean different things
for different people. For some, “home” is the place of safety, security,
warmth and comfort. If we can get out for a walk and have our shopping
delivered, maybe Lockdown is not so bad after all.
But for others, “home” is a place of discomfort or even of danger. Home
can be about loneliness and isolation, intimidation and even abuse. Home
can be the place where we struggle to work whilst seeking to entertain and
home-school children who themselves would much rather be at school. A
phrase like “stay at home Mum” can mean either fulfilment and choice or
frustration.
I am struck by what the Bible has to say about “home”, which may help
some of us as we long for freedom.
1. Home is the place where we can meet with God.
Jesus says (in Revelation 3) “I stand at the door and knock”. Now we could
see that as the door of our hearts, but what about the door of our home? In
the famous passage that we read at Christmas (John 1:14), it says, “The
Word was made flesh and made His home amongst us.”
We can choose today to invite Jesus into to our hearts, to make His home
in us…
2. Home is a place to include others/offer hospitality.
The first followers of Jesus were known for their hospitality (Romans 12:13)
– welcoming others into their homes. This is the very thing that we cannot
and should not be doing at the moment; but there are Covid-safe ways of
including people – Text, Zoom, WhatsApp – or the phone or even a letter!
Who could you remember to include today?
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Home is where we are heading
Christians are called to go on a journey – and the end of the journey is
“home”, where there is a place made ready for us (John 14:2)
In a time when many of us are struggling with uncertainty, where most of
what we have come to rely on is being “shaken” and when we are all
perhaps more aware of our mortality than we were before, it is good that
we can have confidence in the promises of God – including that promise of
a home with Him both now and in the future.
With my love and prayers
David


ST LAURENCE CHURCH SERVICES AND SUPPORT
Shortly after we went to press last month, once again we entered full
national lockdown. Although public worship in Church is permitted, like
many other churches we have taken the decision not to continue with
services in St Laurence for the time being. This was not an easy decision to
make, but in view of the rapid rise in cases and the more easily
transmissible variant of the virus, this would seem a sensible precaution.
This means that there will be no service in St Laurence Church on Sundays
until further notice. A similar decision has been made across the Forest and
Avon Team. This is in line with permission given by Bishop Nicholas, who
has been informed of our decision.
Morning Worship will continue to be said by the Vicar at 10.30 am on
Wednesdays in church but this is not a public or recorded service. On the
third Wednesday of the month he will incorporate our Roads to God
prayers (see page 6).
There continues to be a recorded service for each Sunday and these are
available to watch through the services page of the church website. There
are service sheets for all recorded Sunday and some other services which
can be viewed or downloaded, enabling you to join in with prayers and
responses.
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The Church is now open for private prayer on Wednesdays and
Sundays, between 11am and 12.00pm, when you are welcome to come
and spend some quiet time.
As the Church our prayer and service for our community
continues across the village. We will continue praying for
everyone and providing as much support as we can during
these difficult times.
The Vicar may be unable to visit in person, but is available
to provide pastoral support, or even just to have a chat.
You can contact him on 01725 510326 or
fateamrector@outlook.com. He also continues to share Bible passages and
some thoughts on a regular basis which can be found on our Daily
Reflections page. Please contact the Vicar if you would like to receive
these by email.
If you would like to follow the readings for the Sundays in February and for
Ash Wednesday they are:
Sunday 7th February 2021
Second Sunday before Lent
1st Reading Colossians 1:15-20
Gospel
John 1:1-14
Sunday 14th February 2021
Sunday Next before Lent
1st Reading 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Gospel
Mark 9:2-9
Wednesday 17th February 2021
Ash Wednesday
1st Reading 2 Corinthians 5:20b - 6:10
2nd Reading Matthew 6:1-6,16-21
Sunday 21st February 2021
First Sunday of Lent
1st Reading 1 Peter 3:18-end
Gospel
Mark 1:9-15
Sunday 28th February 2021
Second Sunday of Lent
1st Reading Romans 4:13-end
Gospel
Mark 8:31-end
For latest news & any changes log onto www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk

Village website – www.downtonvillage.co.uk
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Woodfalls Methodist Church
The Ridge, Woodfalls, SP5 2LH
As the church is currently closed, Methodist Services can be accessed via
Salisbury Methodist Church website: www.salisburymethodist.org.uk
For pastoral contact
or information about worship on the internet,
contact Graham Tanner, telephone 01725 512648;
email atanner.gtanner@btinternet.com

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖
Roman Catholic Services
Church of the Good Shepherd
Barford Lane, Downton, SP5 3QA
The Catholic chapel is now available for private prayer.
The congregation hold a weekly Service of the Word by Zoom,
and a Mass is celebrated in the chapel at 6.30pm
on every third Thursday of the month.
The next Mass will be on 18th February.
If you would like to join the Zoom service
please contact John Elliott on 01722 711665.
St Osmund’s Church TV system
can be accessed at: https://salisburycatholics.org/church-tv

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖
Downton Baptist Church
South Lane, Downton, SP5 3NA
Services are currently online:
Sunday Mornings at 10.30am and Thursday Mornings at 11.00am
Services can be found on the Downton Baptist Church website
Ministers: Rev Philip Rhoades and Rev Katy Ullyatt
More details of all events from Rev Philip Rhoades:
Telephone: 07468 491143. Email: rhoades470@btinternt.com
Church Office: 01725 512971 or Email: office@downtonbaptist.org
Website: www.downtonbaptist.org
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Prayer Diary for February
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

Our Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs)
Peace in the World
All who rely on food aid
Our Church School
The Bereaved
Trafalgar School at Downton
The Team Rector and family
Those made redundant or unable to find work
Those in Residential & Nursing Homes
Growing through God's Word
Our Churchwarden and Deputy Churchwardens
Barford Day Centre
Politicians and their advisors
The homeless and refugees
Those at work worried about social distancing
Those alone and depressed
Ash Wednesday - our use of Lent
All key workers
All visitors to our Churches
Those who produce our Parish magazine
Our Parochial Church Council (PCC)
Guides and Brownies: Thinking Day
Our Forest & Avon Team
Churches Together in Downton
Medical staff: in hospitals, GPs, Care homes, research laboratories
All ministers in the village
All who minister to the sick
Charities struggling to continue their work and fundraising

Please use this diary as a part of your own prayers. In this way we can pray
together as a parish for our common concerns.
If you have any suggestions for inclusion in this diary, please have a word
with the Team Rector.
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In our cycle of prayer for all living and working
in our community, during February we will be
offering prayers for:
Church Leat, Mesh Pond,
Marie Avenue and Barnaby Close
In the present situation we are unable to deliver our usual prayer cards.
Requests for particular prayers can be made:
by telephoning Reverend Frank Gimson on 01725 510326 or
emailing info@stlaurencedownton.co.uk
Any such requests will be kept confidential.
You can request prayers at any time – not just when
your road is on the monthly list.
For more information, please see our Roads to God page on our website:
www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk
Roads to God Prayer Group
The Roads to God Prayer Group usually meets on the third
Wednesday of the month in St Laurence Church.
Under the present circumstances we are unable to meet in church.
However, we will be asking members of the prayer group and wider
congregation to set aside a time of prayer for both the particular
roads in our prayer cycle and indeed the whole village at:
10.30am Wednesday 17th February 2021
⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫

Action on Hearing Loss
Hearing aid maintenance drop in service – batteries and information
Our hearing aid maintenance drop in clinics are suspended for the time being
due to the corona virus, but I can still post hearing aid batteries to you if you
are a Salisbury hospital audiology patient. This is a free service. At this time
I’m not posting out tubing but I can help you with information on how to get
the best from your hearing aids, including daily cleaning and information on
hearing loss. Please don’t hesitate to contact me.
Gill Drayson. Telephone 01722 580014, mobile 07570 670 643,
or email Gillian.drayson@hearingloss.org.uk
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The Parish of St Laurence, Downton

Church Electoral Roll
The Church Electoral Roll is being updated between
14th March and 4th April 2021
If you are already on the Church Electoral Roll and your details have
not changed, you need take no action.
•
•
•

If you are not on the Electoral Roll and would like to be included,
please complete an application form.
If you are currently on the Roll but your name, address or
telephone number has changed, or
If a member of your family is on the Roll but their name, address or
telephone number has changed, you should notify the Church
Electoral Roll Officer.

Church Electoral Roll application forms are available from:
Linda Ricketts, Church Electoral Roll Officer
2 The Sidings, Downton, SP5 3QZ. Tel: 01725 513162
Application forms must be returned and amendments notified by Sunday,
4th April 2021. The new Electoral Roll will be presented at the Annual
Parochial Church Meeting on Sunday, 25th April, when those whose names
are listed will be eligible to vote.
Being on the Church Electoral Roll is a way of saying that you are a member of a
church. To be eligible you should be baptised and aged 16 or over, a member of
the Church of England (or a Church in communion with the Church of England) and
resident in the Parish. If you are not resident in the Parish you will need to have
attended the church regularly for six months prior to enrolment.


Daily hope and encouragement
With another national lockdown in England now in
place, and many churches being closed, the
DailyHOPE telephone line helps older, vulnerable
and isolated people who cannot access worship
online. Since its launch, around 400,000 people
have called the line, many on a regular basis.
The telephone service is continuing, and the DailyHOPE team continues to
offer new monthly content on Option 3. In February, DailyHOPE will be
offering material around the whole area of sleep, and how it has been
affected in the lockdown. DailyHOPE is available 24 hours a day and is free
from all UK landlines and mobiles. The telephone number is 0800 804
Details taken from the Salisbury Diocesan website
8044.

Support
Our
Local
Businesses

07760 415818
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Order and collect service at Downton Library
Information extracted from the website
Library members can sign up for Order and Collect by completing
an order form or phoning the library (01725 511003) on Fridays
between 10am to 1pm and 2pm to 4pm. Staff will choose books for you
based on your preferences, and contact you to arrange a convenient
time for you to collect them from the library entrance. Requests for
specific books or titles cannot be made through this form, as books will
only be selected from the stock held within Downton library.
Books are loaned for three weeks and will need to be renewed if you
wish to keep them longer. They can be returned through the library
letter box at any time. Returned books will be stored for 72 hours
before being taken off your account and put back on the shelves. Fines
will not be incurred as a result of the short delay.
Specific books can be reserved online from libraries across Wiltshire
for 95p (free for children's items) using the library catalogue.
Reservations can also be placed by phoning the library. When the
book arrives, you'll be contacted to arrange a convenient time for you
to collect it from the library entrance.
Computer bookings Libraries are permitted, by a Government
exemption, to offer access to the public computer network for essential
use if you can't otherwise access a computer or the internet. Essential
needs can include job applications, benefit applications, accessing
public services, financial information, online banking, for educational
purposes, to keep in touch with family members or to support mental
health.
Computers can be used for 45 minutes, to be booked in advance by
phoning the library. You'll be asked to provide your contact details as
part of COVID-19 NHS test and trace. Please observe social distancing
guidelines, sanitise your hands and wear a face covering when using
the computers.
If you need help using the computer, please bring someone with you to
support you and let staff know when you book, so that they can book
you on to a computer with additional space.
If you're not already a member, you can Join the library online. For
terms and conditions, FAQ’s and more about the library services on
offer during the COVID-19 pandemic visit www.wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries

9

Support services from Wiltshire Citizens Advice
Wiltshire Citizens Advice offers free, confidential, impartial advice online,
over the phone and via email. People come to us with all sorts of issues.
We give up-to-date advice on benefits, work, money and debt,
consumer rights, family issues and more.
Coronavirus has made life hard for many people - we’re here to help.
Whether you’re facing a crisis, or just considering your options; checking a
quick piece of information, or not sure where to start. It doesn’t matter who
you are, or what your situation is. Wiltshire Citizens Advice will always give
you free, confidential and impartial advice.
Wiltshire Citizens Advice will give you the facts and possible outcomes of
different options in order to make the decision that’s right for you. They can
also offer practical support such as help with filling in forms, writing letters
or negotiating with third parties.
Advisers are available 9.00am to 5.00pm, Monday to Friday.
Call for free (new freephone number): 0800 144 8848, Textphone (if you
can’t hear or speak on the phone): 18001 then 0800 144 8884
or Email: visit our website and complete the short ‘Contact us’ enquiry
form: citizensadvicewiltshire.org.uk/contact-us For more ways to get in
touch, visit our website: citizensadvicewiltshire.org.uk

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Snowdrops in the Moot
If you visit Downton Moot in February you will notice a
wonderful display of snowdrops in flower, and the daffodils
starting to emerge, which can be seen from the easier paths.
On a sunny day there should be plenty of birdsong too. Stout
footwear is advised, as the whole area is likely to be muddy at this time of
year, and care should be taken on slippery slopes. If you see other people
also enjoying the lovely surroundings, please remember to observe the
current social distancing rules.
The Moot is a beautiful place to spend time in at any season of the year,
thanks to the hard-working volunteers who mow the grass, trim vegetation
when necessary, and tidy up. At present they need more people to come
and help – please contact Jeremy Parsons on 01725 512963 or
parsons@lcb.uk.com for more information.
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Tuning in to birdsong
In these winter months the delights of spring birdsong can seem very
distant. However, becoming more attuned to bird sounds can bring
pleasure at any time of year in the garden or on local walks. Robins sing in
the autumn and throughout winter, whilst Song and Mistle Thrushes can be
heard on milder days even when daylight is still short; so too the occasional
Blackbird. Wrens may surprise us with their burst of vigorous song as they
move about the undergrowth. Nor should we overlook the cheerful
cheeping of House Sparrows and the breezy whistling of Starlings. The
latter are extraordinarily good mimics of other birds and have definite
favourites, not least the staccato call of the Great Spotted Woodpecker!
As the days lengthen, signs of the changing season become more evident.
Rooks are early nesters, and their loud ‘caws’ resonate from the tree tops.
Of the smaller birds, the far carrying ‘teacher teacher’ song of the Great Tit
is one of the first harbingers of spring. The sweet trill of the Blue Tit is much
quieter by contrast, but will also be heard as the birds busy themselves in
preparation for nesting. Another frequent vocalist is the Dunnock or Hedge
Sparrow, a rapid jumble of notes often accompanying feisty confrontations
with neighbouring rivals.
Whilst birdsong in general will intensify throughout
February, this is the key month to listen out for
Chaffinches bringing the definitive news that
spring is on the way. Colourful males, often a bit
rusty in their singing to begin with, increasingly
perfect their distinctive song: an accelerating trill,
ending in a final flourish. Further into spring, they will be joined by many
fellow participants in the dawn chorus, without doubt a prospect to lift the
spirits.
A useful aid to improving recognition of bird song is provided by the RSPB.
Go to rspb.org.uk>Birds and wildlife. Search your chosen bird, click on the
picture and you will find a song audio.

--------------------------------------------Rainfall for December
There were 28 days when rain fell in December, but despite this
we only had 5.22 inches for the month, just a little above average.
The total for the year 2020 was 41.27 inches.
M.C.

11

Downton Link
The last time I wrote something for this magazine it was
October last year, at which time the future was uncertain and
there was speculation as to what the new ‘normal’ might look
like. There was, however, a feeling that soon things might
look better with the hope of a vaccine becoming available.
And then, not long after the ink was dry, the country was put back into a
four week lockdown through November in order to improve the chances of
a “normal” Christmas.
With news of the more transmissible variant moving westwards from Kent,
hope of a normal Christmas vanished despite the announcement of the
approval of the first vaccine. Now, in 2021 lockdown#3 is in progress; with
the rollout of the two vaccines there is some cause for optimism but I sense
that there is still a fair way to go, and our thoughts and gratitude are with the
frontline NHS workers, particularly in our local hospital in Salisbury, who are
doing such a fantastic job in such challenging circumstances.
Throughout all three lockdowns ‘The Link’ have managed to maintain
transport support for our clients for essential medical and dental
appointments, thanks to a limited number of volunteers willing and able to
drive for us to whom we owe a big thank you. I am pleased to report that we
have also recruited some new drivers during this period and indeed, as I
write this, we have four new applicants who, by the time you read this, will
be active volunteer drivers which is very good news. The first vaccinations
for the Downton area started in Salisbury Cathedral on 16th January, and
Link will be there to help clients get to their appointments. We look forward
to the day when all our clients and our volunteers will receive the vaccine
and we can see the daily infections and hospital admissions begin to fall.
There are many lessons to be taken from the Covid-19 pandemic for all of
us, but for me the most important lesson is how much we all depend on each
other particularly in the small rural communities in which we live. Downton
Link celebrates its 25th Anniversary this year – quite how we celebrate is yet
to be decided but celebrate we intend to. At our AGM in December, held on
Zoom, I reported that since we began in 1996 our drivers have driven over
400,000 miles. We must now secure the future of Downton Link for the next
400,000.
Peter Bishop (Chairman – Downton Link) email: info@downtonlink.org.uk
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“Please remember – the (remote) Repair Cafe is open
every Wednesday & Friday morning to allow you to
drop-off items or pick-up your repaired job”

Due to the current Covid restrictions only one
member of the Team will be available to receive
the repairs, but we have a system in place to ‘farm
out’ the repairs to other members of the Team and
we will inform you when you can pick-up again.
Remember our motto – “DO NOT BIN IT, WE MAY FIX IT”
The Project goes on: By Christmas Day 2020 a total of £4000 had
been raised to support the Staff of Salisbury Hospital and we have
decided that in the present circumstances we will continue to
support these brave workers working on our behalf in such difficult
conditions.
In addition to this we are also giving some financial support to the
Lover & Redlynch Pre-school as they endeavour to keep going
during these hard times.
Our Service: We would like to repeat that the repair service will
continue. If during these enforced lockdown times you find items at
home needing repair, and you have the opportunity to be passing
Brambles, Vicarage Road, Lover, drop them off and before too long
your treasured item will be back with you in good condition.

Continued on next page >>>
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Lover Repair Café

(continued)

Keeping You Informed: As you may know, we have a Facebook
Site and we would encourage you to keep an eye on it as it is
continually updated. It includes a number of items that people have
donated to the Repair Cafe, which have been checked over and are
now ready for you to purchase. Items available (for a small donation)
on going to press are:
Two small children’s bikes, a classic girl’s bike (age 11-14),
a man’s bike, a glass TV table, a citrus fruiter, a nutribullet,
a wall clock, and a Quinny child’s pram

A Special Thank you to Father Christmas who took time
out of his busy programme to come and give our Working
Party gifts for being such good Boys & Girls last year.
Opening Times:
Drop in with your damaged items any Wednesday or Friday morning
between 10.00am and mid-day at ‘Brambles’, Vicarage Rd, Lover,
nearly opposite Redlynch Village Hall.
All is in place and subject to government regulations and our own
concerns regarding health and safety. We follow all current
Government guidelines regarding social distancing etc.
Please remember, this is the routine for Drop Off & Pick Up:
a. Come to the Drop-Off Sign in Vicarage Rd. Lover
b. Park on the field side of road – not in the driveway
c. Come in wearing masks, using the sanitiser on entry. (Spare
masks available)
d. Check with a helper that we can accept the job
e. Log your job in at the Reception window
f. We will contact you when the item is ready for Pick-up
g. We are also available to give advice on any repair problem
For all queries contact Paul on 01725 510753 - Follow us on
facebook.com/loverrepaircafe
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‘39 ways to save the planet’
This was an interesting series on Radio 4 at lunchtime over
a couple of weeks in January, with each programme
describe a different technology or idea that could reduce
greenhouse gases on a global scale. All were practical
examples in development; they included production of solar panels that
produced up to 100% more electricity than those currently in use, rice that
can be grown in dry ground obviating the need for paddy fields (methane
emission) and lorry refrigeration using nitrous oxide rather than diesel. At
the end of each programme, academics gave an estimate of the %
reduction in greenhouse gases that the specific development discussed
would give.
The series so far covered the first ten of the 39 ways and will continue with
the next ten in the spring. If you missed any of the programmes, you can
catch up by going to the BBC Sounds app and searching ‘39 ways to save
the planet’.
www.downtongreengroup.co.uk

National Nest Box Week
National Nest Box Week runs from 14th – 21st February each year and we
are all encouraged to put up nest boxes in our gardens. Tradition has it that
small birds pair up ahead of the breeding season at this time of year.
It seems that natural nest sites for birds such as holes in trees or old
buildings are disappearing as people tidy up their gardens or repair old
houses. So putting up a nest box is helping to support the conservation of
our breeding birds.
You can find advice on a very informative website –
www.nestboxweek.com on how to make a nest box, which designs what to
look for when buying one (not all designs for sale are suitable), and where
to place a nest box in your garden. Further advice can be found on the
website of the British Trust for Ornithology – www.bto.org
Downton’s Mobile Post Office - Every Friday Morning
Moot Lane near to Recreation Ground: 9.00 am till 10.00 am
The Bull car park: 10.05 am till 11.05 am
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Epidemic reaches Downton – looking back
Attached is a copy of the letter sent by my Great-great-grandfather, Edward
Kemp Welch, in 1849 to the editor of The Times. Edward was one of the
first doctors in Downton and is mentioned in the book ‘7000 Years of an
English Village’ written by David Waymouth. As we are at present in the
middle of yet another wretched epidemic it seemed an appropriate moment
to put this in the magazine for people's interest.
Elizabeth McAll Lester
'To The Editor of The Times - 10th August 1849
Sir, In your paper of yesterday's date you mention several deaths from
cholera as having occurred in Downton.
'As such a report may alarm those who happen to have friends residing in
this locality, will you permit me space to state that there have been but two
fatal cases in the whole of this extensive parish, and that one of those was
that of an aged man in ill-health for a considerable time immediately
previous to the attack?
'Bowel complaints accompanied by cramp, coldness of the surface of the
body, and other well-known symptoms of this formidable epidemic, have
been very prevalent, but in every instance (with the two exceptions
mentioned above), the disease has yielded to prompt and decided
treatment.
'May I avail myself of the present opportunity to impress on the minds of
medical men in those districts in which this premonitory diarrhoea may yet
appear the vast importance of treating it with decision, and in its earliest
stage? I have no doubt but very many of the attacks which have occurred
here would, if neglected, soon have passed into malignant cholera.
'I am happy in being able to state that the disease, even in its
comparatively mild character, is rapidly subsiding.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, E.A.K Welch, M.D'
Elizabeth's great-great grandparents, Edward and Martha Kemp-Welch,
lived at Fairfield House, and are buried in the grounds of the Baptist Church
here in Downton.
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Downton Horticultural Society
Snowdrops mark the first sign of spring, emerging through frozen soil from
January, and are in bloom until late February. When you see a drift of
snowdrops it’s easy to understand their appeal, they appear while other
bulbs lie dormant and they never fail to lift the spirits and remind us that
better weather is on its way. Although to the amateur gardener a snowdrop
is a snowdrop there is an incredible range available. Snowdrop fanatics will
collect different varieties, featuring flowers in different sizes and with
different markings, colour changes and numbers of petals.
Snowdrops are best grown in moist but well-drained, humus-rich soil in
dappled shade, such as at the foot of a deciduous hedge or under
deciduous shrubs. They can also be grown in pots. However, they will
suffer if grown in soil that dries out in summer.
Dry snowdrop bulbs can be planted in autumn but are tricky to establish.
Planting snowdrops ‘in the green’ is a much more successful planting
method. Simply lift snowdrop plants just after flowering and before the
foliage has turned yellow, and replant elsewhere. You can buy snowdrops
‘in the green’ from garden centres or online. Plant snowdrops at the same
depth that they were before they were lifted – look for a soil mark. Water
the snowdrops thoroughly and leave the foliage to die down naturally.
Continue to water the snowdrops regularly if conditions are dry.
Propagate snowdrops by lifting, dividing and replanting. Established clumps
can be lifted and divided after flowering in March or April. With a hand fork
carefully lift the bulb (with roots intact) and foliage still in place. Replant in
the garden straight away. Water well. Don’t worry if the foliage looks a bit
sorry, as by next winter they should be healthy and strong. For further
information go to www.gardenersworld.com
Gordon Bishop (01725 511475)
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Redlynch Local History Society
‘A Short History of Tudor House and Gardens’
by Andy Skinner
Zoom Presentation on Tuesday 5th January 2021, with around 30 participants

Andy Skinner, from Southampton City Council Cultural Services
department, gave us our first talk of the New Year - a whistlestop tour of
the Tudor House Museum in Southampton. The talk began with a John
Speed map of 1611 showing the old city contained within the medieval
walls, and indicating the prominence of Tudor House which is one of the
most important historic buildings remaining in Southampton. Henry VIII's
antiquarian, John Leyland, called it a “fine building”. There are three floors:
the cellars, the ground floor leading to the gardens and grounds and the
upper floor including a Banqueting Hall and attic. The oldest part of the
Grade 1 listed complex is the ruin of King John's Palace which is accessed
from the grounds of the museum. A misnomer, this, as there is no evidence
that King John ever lived, or even stayed here. When the Palace was built,
in the 1180s, it was on the shore line.
From the courtyard can also be seen the mathematical tiles on the rear of
Tudor House, a kind of faux brickwork that covers the basic wattle and
daub structure of the building, to give it a more luxurious look but also to
avoid the brick tax that was introduced in 1784. Examples of similar tiles
can be found on Salisbury buildings.
The principal source of Southampton's wealth for centuries was the import
and export of wine and wool. The halls and cellars of well-off merchants
once lined the West and South quays. King John's Palace was used as a
warehouse and the cellars of Tudor House were also used for storing wine.
During the Hundred Years War though, in 1338, Southampton was subject
to French 'piratical' raids. The city was sacked and plundered of its wine
and wool and the city elders decided to reinforce the walls to protect the
warehouses.
The building was first opened as a museum in 1912. By some miracle it
avoided the blitzing of Southampton during WWII but by the late 20th
century the structure had become unsound. It was saved, renovated and
re-opened in 2011. In 'normal' times the museum is open six days a week.
Let's hope it won't be long before we can take a trip to Southampton and
explore for ourselves.
For information about our Society and future meetings visit our website
www.redlynchlocalhistory.org or phone Carolyn Birch on 01725 511583.
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Forest Edge Flower Arranging Society
As we begin 2021 it seems that we will not have the start to
the year that we had all hoped for, and our Club will now aim
to start its programme from May onwards with many good
things to come.
In February we would normally hold our AGM and talk, but shall now deal
with this formality on zoom and have a pre-recorded demonstration by
Melanie Smith entitled “Winter Flair” to enjoy in the comfort of our own
homes. Not quite the same but it will still bring many of us together to enjoy
some beautiful flowers again. Equally in the coming months we shall also
get our members busy creating designs on a theme, sending their
photographs for us to view in an online album. This has proved popular for
those who want to be actively creating and also for those who just want a
“lift” when looking at the wonderful designs. We shall do our best to stay
connected to our love of flowers.
If you are not a member of our Club but would be interested in joining our
demonstration via zoom on Monday 1st February then please get in touch,
and I will advise how you can do this via Eventbrite for a small charge of
£3.00. It would be lovely to welcome you.
Whilst it is cold and sometimes grey outside there are definite signs of
Spring in my garden with delicate Snowdrops beginning to show and
Hellebores and Daffodils emerging ready to bring us joy in the months to
come. It is wonderful to see. The days are also slowly lengthening and with
more light coming we know that warmer, better days are around the corner
as nature begins her cycle again. I hope you will stay safe, warm and well
until we can get back to the people and things that we love and then begin
to enjoy a year that is filled with better things. See you soon.
Martina Coleman, Chairperson. 01725 512556


Why not buy a Downton Cuckoo Fair bag or tea towel?
Cotton shopping bags
Jute Shopping bags
Tea towels

£3 each
£4 each
£2.50 each

Contact Edna Pike (01725 511332)
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‘Grow your own’ – making an early start
Make a start now with sowing the seeds of some early varieties of
vegetables. Apart from giving an earlier crop, they will probably not
suffer so much from pests and diseases. Old yogurt pots, fruit
punnets, and module trays can all be used.
Start them off somewhere warm – airing cupboard, warm room or a
propagator, and check them daily.
Once germinated, move to a window sill or a conservatory for as
much light as possible. Protect from extremes of cold or heat.
Prick them out into small pots, then move them on into larger pots
as they grow to prevent them getting root-bound.
Move them into a cold greenhouse or frame when growing well,
especially if they start to look ‘leggy’. Or try placing them outside up
against the house wall, perhaps with fleece covering at night.
Eventually plant them out in weed-free soil or large containers,
covering with fleece for a few days if the weather is cold.
Salads: Try small lettuces such as ‘Little Gem’ or a loose leaf ‘cut &
come again’ type, rocket, or corn salad. They germinate better at
lower temperatures. Transplant them into tubs and troughs and keep
near the house for ease of picking.
Cabbage, cauliflower and calabrese: Protect once in greenhouse
or outside with mesh to keep out greenfly, butterflies and pigeons!
Broad beans and early peas: Need support and protection once
planted out.
Carrots and beetroot: Sow direct into large deep containers,
storage boxes or plastic crates and wooden boxes lined with plastic
sheet with some drainage holes. Germinate in a garage or utility
room. Put the box of carrots on a step when they go outside and the
carrot root fly will probably not fly high enough to find them.
Look at seed companies’ websites to find out which varieties are
described as ‘early’ before visiting garden centres. There is no
‘Seedy Sunday’ this year, but the company which used to attend,
MoreVeg, sell some unusual varieties in small quantities.
Keep a record of successes and failures for future years!

20

Downton Clubs and Societies
Allotments Association ………………………………………
Barford Day Centre……………………………………………
BWSC Association Chairman ………………………………
BWSC Bowling Club …………………………………………..
Cuckoo Fair Committee ……………………….................
DCT Links Youth Group: School years 7/8/9+…………
Downton Angling Society …………………………………..
Downton Art Group (Mondays) …………………............
Downton Art Group (Wednesdays) ………………………
Downton Band Secretary ……………………………………
Downton Community Choir ………………………………..
Downton Community Pre-School ………………...........
Downton Country Market …………………………………..
Downton Football Club ………………………………………
Downton Green Group ………………………………………
Downton History Group
Downton Horticultural Society ……………………………
Downton Lace Group ……………………………...............
Downton Leisure Centre …………………………………….
Downton Link …………………………………………………..
Downton Millennium Green Trust ………………………..
Downton Parish Council Clerk ……………………………..
Downton Society …………………………………...............
Downton Society Footpath Group ……………………….
Downton Tennis Club ……………………………..............
Forest Edge Flower Arranging Society ………………….
Gallipoli (D) Company, Wilts, Army Cadet Force……..
Good Companions …………………………………………….
Guides:
Rainbows ……………………………………
First Downton Brownies ………………..
First Downton Guides ……………………
Guild of Ringers (Church Bells) …………………………….
Longwater Tai Chi …………………………………………….
Memorial Hall Bookings …………………………..............
Parochial Church Council ……………………………………
Royal British Legion …………………………………………..
Scouts:
Beavers ….………………………………….
Cubs ………………………………………….
Scouts ….……………………………………
St Laurence Sunday School ………………………………..
The Moot – Friends of the Moot ………………………….
The Moot – Moot Preservation Trust ……………………
Wessex Cancer Trust …………………………………………

Susan Barnhurst-Davies ……..
Jeremy Parsons…………………
Mr Simon Bromilow …….......

01725 512963
01725 512963
07785 265019

Mike Hallam…………………….
michaelhallam99@btinternet.com
01725 511332
Mr T Pike ………………………..
Mr P Rhoades ………………….
01725 514792
Mr B Hayward …………………. 01425 476908
01725 511324
Mr Roy Powell …………………
Mrs Heather Borrelli …………
07826 754615
07535 994164
Danie Williams ………………..
Kate Edgar ……………………..
01725 512635
Becci Lanham …………………
01725 511178
07733 363041
Mrs D Rochefort ………………
Dan Newman ……………........ 07900 370600
Jane Brentor …………………… 01725 510504
Mr Dave Webber ……………… 01725 513759
Mr Tony Ashford .…………….. 01725 510656
Mrs Judi Brown ……………….. 01725 511649
Dave Taylor …………….
01725 513668
Co-ordinator …………………… 01725 513807
01725 511209
Sue Larkin ……………….........
Mrs Beverley Cornish ……….. 01725 513874
Susan Barnhurst-Davies ……. 01725 512963
Susan Barnhurst-Davies ……. 01725 512963
Kevin Burns……..Kevinmburns57@gmail.com
01725 512556
Mrs Martina Coleman ……….
SSI J Burton ……………………. 07788 975846
Mrs Julia Whitmarsh …………
01725 510601
07866 318497
Sam Bennie …………………….
Kirstie Penton …………………. 07824 898611
Liz Jennings …………………….
Istdowntonguides@gmail.com
Mr R Plaskett ………………….. 01725 511258
01725 514546
Jane Launchbury ………........
Mrs Hilary Mace ………………. 07760 415818
Mrs Jo Parsons ………………… 01725 512738
07710 425983
Mr Paul Hammond …………
Jon Edwards ….downtonbeavers@gmail.com
Jonathan Borwell..downtoncubs@gmail.com
Kevin Hill ….….…downtonscouts@gmail.com
Dr J McGee ……………………..
01725 513869
01725 511755
Mrs J Greville-Heygate ……..
Mr Dave Webber………………
01725 513759
Mrs Enid Crook ………………..
01725 511196

Please notify the Editor of any changes, additions or deletions
(Amended December 2020)
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And one to challenge the grown-ups:
Crossword Clues and Answers
Across
8 Interrogated (Acts 12:19) (5-8)
9 ‘Burn it in a wood fire on the — heap’ (Leviticus 4:12) (3)
10 Tobit, Judith, Baruch and the books of Esdras and the Maccabees are
part of it (9)
11 Science fiction (abbrev.) (3-2)
13 Clay pit (anag.) (7)
16 Went to (John 4:46) (7)
19 ‘Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to — your
bodies as living sacrifices’ (Romans 12:1) (5)
22 David’s plea to God concerning those referred to in 14 Down: ‘On — —
let them escape’ (Psalm 56:7) (2,7)
24 Royal Automobile Club (1,1,1) 25 How the book of Ezekiel refers to God
more than 200 times (Ezekiel 2:4) (9,4)
Down
1 Seas (Proverbs 8:24) (6)
2 One of the sons of Eli the priest, killed in battle by the Philistines (1
Samuel 4:11) (6)
3 Specialist in the study of the Muslim religion (8)
4 ‘Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but — him as if he were your
father’ (1 Timothy 5:1) (6)
5 One of Esau’s grandsons (Genesis 36:11) (4)
6 Taking a chance (colloq.) (2,4)
7 God’s instructions to the Israelites concerning grain offerings: ‘ — salt
to — your offerings’ (Leviticus 2:13) (3,3)
12 Confederation of British Industry (1,1,1)
14 ‘All day long they twist my words; they are always — to harm me’
(Psalm 56:5) (8)
15 The crowd’s reaction to Jesus bringing back to life a widow’s son in
Nain (Luke 7:16) (3)
16 Disappear (Psalm 104:35) (6)
17 How Jeremiah was likely to die if he wasn’t rescued from the cistern
where he was imprisoned (Jeremiah 38:9) (6)
18 What the prophets do to a wall, with whitewash (Ezekiel 13:10, RSV)
(4,2)

ACROSS: 8, Cross-examined. 9, Ash. 10, Apocrypha. 11, Sci-fi. 13, Typical. 16,
Visited. 19, Offer. 22, No account. 24, RAC. 25, Sovereign Lord.
DOWN: 1, Oceans. 2, Hophni. 3, Islamist. 4, Exhort. 5, Omar. 6, On spec. 7,
Add all. 12, CBI. 14, Plotting. 15, Awe. 16, Vanish. 17, Starve. 18, Daub it. 20,
Furrow. 21, Recede. 23, Cure.
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20 Made by a plough (Job 39:10) (6)
21 Noah was relieved when the flood waters continued to —
(Genesis 8:5) (6)
23 Jesus gave the Twelve the power and authority to do this to diseases
(Luke 9:1) (4)
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Advertisements – February 2021
All box and line advertisements in this magazine
are accepted in good faith
The cost of a 30 word insert in this column is £2.50 per month (£20.00 per
annum). Please send a copy of your advertisement plus cash to Mrs M Pitt,
11 Joanna Close, Downton (01725 510586) by 12th of the month.
Chiropodist/Podiatrist - Claire Treviss, BSc (Hons). State Registered.
Treatment at your home, including nail cutting, corn removal, verruca
treatment, diabetic foot assessment. Tel: 01794 390121, 07545 529280.
Downton Cuckoo Fair Pop-up Gazebos for hire - 10ft x 10ft - £50,
20ft x 10ft - £90. Contact Edna Pike: 01725 511332.
Television & Hi-fi Repairs & Sales. Over 30 years' experience. Help to
set up new equipment or advice given on older sets. Contact Ian Harris on
01747 870822 or 07921 194816.



To advertise goods or services in this magazine:
Block advertisements: Details from Patrick Briddon (01725 512576)
Email: patbriddon@gmail.com
Small ads: In by noon on the 12th of the month (10th of the month in
February) to Marguerite Pitt (01725 510586)
___________________________________________________________

Sending editorial copy
Articles and notices of events for the March issue to be emailed to the
Editor by 20th February. Please contact the Editor if you wish to submit a
paper copy.
Articles will be shortened if space is limited; any received late may not
be used. While the magazine is currently online, coloured clipart and
photographs are welcome.
Editor: Angela Jones (01725 512204)
Email: alovelockjones@waitrose.com
Editorial enquiries may also be addressed to the Team Rector,
Rev Frank Gimson (01725 510326)
_____________________________________________________
Opinions expressed or implied in this publication are not necessarily
those of the Editor or Parochial Church Council, and no responsibility
can be accepted for any errors of fact published in the Parish News.

