
 
 

  



St Laurence Church Downton 

 

Churchwarden: Mr Ken Parsons  01725 512738 

Parish administrator: Mrs Jo Parsons  01725 512738 

Director of Music: Mrs Elaine Hicks-Arnold  01722 710341 

Sunday School: Dr Janet McGee  01725 513869 

Church Flowers: Mrs V Ekins D. 510233 & Mrs J Truscott D. 
510733 
 

Church website: www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk 

 www.facebook.com/stlaurencedownton  
 

For our latest news see our website and Facebook page. 
 

If you would like to receive the Vicar’s reflections 

during this current situation, please email him at 

fateamrector@outlook.com  
 

“St Laurence Church explores & builds the Kingdom of God through 

prayer, learning together & serving the local community” 
 

St Laurence is part of the Forest and Avon Team of Churches, 
together with St Birinus, Morgans Vale; St Mary, Redlynch;  
St Andrew, Landford; St Peter, Bramshaw; St Peter, Plaitford. 

Enquiries for Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals, or 

requests for pastoral visits, should be made to  

The Team Rector, Rev Frank Gimson. 

Tel. 01725 510326  Email: fateamrector@outlook.com  

 

Downton Parish News is usually published 10 times a year, 

although in the current situation, we are producing an online 

version for the month of August.  

Information for contributors and advertisers will be found at the 

back of the magazine, together with details of home delivery. 
 

http://www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/stlaurencedownton
mailto:fateamrector@outlook.com
mailto:fateamrector@outlook.com
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From Rev Veronica Batchelor, 

Team Priest in the Forest and Avon Team 

 

It’s life Jim, but not as we know it! 
 

This wording, often attributed to the 1960’s epic TV show Star Trek, was 

actually one of the phrases made popular by the catchy ‘Star Trekkin’ song 

in 1987.  You know the one and I bet some of you are singing it in your 

heads now! However, as we begin to return to some normality these words 

would seem appropriate for today. A trip to the shop, a drink in the pub, a 

haircut or a day out with the family is not as we knew it before.  
 

These have been strange and testing times. Lockdown gave many people 

the permission and the opportunity to stop and reflect, whilst others have 

been challenged as they worked hard in adapting to the situation as they 

continued to care and provide for us.  For many, this time has focused 

people’s minds on what is most important, like family and friends. There 

has been a renewed appreciation for low paid workers and an increased 

thankfulness for the ground we walk on and the air we breathe. We’ve all 

managed without many things that are not necessities that we took for 

granted, and have saved money in the process. As David Bacon said last 

month, ‘God did not make Coronavirus but He will certainly use it.’ 
 

Jesus often invited people to break away from their normal routines, even 

to leave everything they were doing and go with him. He told them stories 

in the hope that they would take time to pause, wonder, ask questions and 

think about the deeper meaning of life, in the hope that they might change 

the way they live. 
 

This break in our normal routines has revealed a greater appreciation for 

each other and for where we live, and a feeling that our ‘old normal’ was 

often too busy, too noisy or too costly.  
 

Life is not as we knew it before, with social distancing and face coverings 

becoming the new normal, but I hope this ‘new normal’ will also be defined 

by our renewed appreciation for all that we already have. This may mean 

not only changing the way we do things but also changing what we do, in 

the hope that life for us all will be a little slower, simpler and full of gratitude 

for each other and for where we live.  

 

 



 
 

ST LAURENCE CHURCH SERVICES 
 

We are holding Sunday services in Church again. There will be one 
service of Holy Communion on Sundays at 10.30am.  It is a short and 
simple service without hymns. If you wish to come to a service - and you 
would be very welcome - please let us know by emailing 
fateamrector@outlook.com or calling the Vicar on 01725 510326 or Jo 
Parsons on 01725 512738.  Then we can have some idea of numbers and 
make the necessary arrangements.   
 

We will maintain proper physical distancing and hygiene procedures will be 
observed, especially during the administration of communion which will be 
wafers only. Please see the guidance below on what to expect.  
  

This is an opportunity for those who feel able and ready to attend, and no 
one should feel under pressure to do so.  We will continue to record 
services for each Sunday, which are available to watch through the church 
website www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk. 
  

Guidance for services in St Laurence Church, Downton  
  

What we will be doing:  
• We will sit socially distanced. Seat cards will be in place and the 

steward/warden will be there to assist.  
• Service sheets will be available. Please take them home with you.  

• There will be no singing in church.  
• Communion will be received by wafer only.  
• The Vicar will be using hand sanitiser and wearing a mask when 

handling the wafers.  
• During the administration of communion the Vicar will come to you.  
• At the end of the service you will be asked to leave church 

immediately using the one-way system.  
• Toilets will be available but please speak to a steward/warden 

before using them.  
• Tea/coffee will not be available.  
 

What you need to do:  
• Let the Vicar know each time if you are coming to a service. 
• Please do not come to church if you or a member of your household 

are showing symptoms of the virus. 
• If you subsequently develop symptoms, please contact us as soon 

as possible.  
• You are strongly encouraged to wear a mask. 
• Please enter church properly distanced, and leave via the one-way 

system. 
continued on next page >>> 
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ST LAURENCE CHURCH SERVICES - continued 

 

• On arrival please use the hand sanitiser which will be available just 
inside the church doors.  

• We will ask you to sign in on entry and also leave a contact number, 
in case we need to contact you should anyone later develop 
symptoms of coronavirus. We will keep this list for 21 days. 

• Please sit only in the seats marked with a card showing a green 
tick.  

 

We are delighted that the bellringers are able to ring again before our 
Sunday services. 
 

Morning Worship is being said by the Vicar at 10.30am on Wednesdays in 
church. This is not a public or recorded service, but he will ring the church 
bell at 10.30am as a call to worship and you are encouraged to join him in 
a time of prayer from your own homes. On the third Wednesday of the 
month he will incorporate our Roads to God prayers (see page 7). 
 

Immediately following Morning Worship on Wednesdays, the Church will 
be open from 11.00 am to 12.30 pm for private prayer.  This gives 72 
hours between Wednesday and Sunday openings. A member of the 
Church will be present at all times as a steward, and everyone will be 
asked to maintain physical distancing and to leave their contact details.  
 

There are service sheets on the website for all recorded Sunday and some 
other services which can be viewed or downloaded, enabling those at 
home to join in with prayers and responses. If you would like to follow the 
readings for the Sundays in August they are: 
 

Sunday 2nd August 2020 Eighth Sunday after Trinity    
 1st Reading Romans 9:1-5 
 Gospel Matthew 14:13-21 
Sunday 9th August 2020 Ninth Sunday after Trinity   
 1st Reading Romans 10:5-15 
 Gospel Matthew 14:22-33 
Sunday 16th August 2020 Tenth Sunday after Trinity  
 1st Reading Romans 11:1-2a,29-32 
 Gospel Matthew 15:21-28 
Sunday 23rd August 2020 Eleventh Sunday after Trinity  
 1st Reading Romans 12:1-8 
 Gospel Matthew 16:13-20 
Sunday 30th August 2020 Twelfth Sunday after Trinity  
 1st Reading Romans 12:9-21 
 Gospel Matthew 16:21-28 
 

For latest news & any changes log onto www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk 
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Woodfalls Methodist Church 
 

The Ridge, Woodfalls, SP5 2LH 
 
 

Normally there are services on 1st and 3rd Sundays, and 2nd and 4th 

Mondays each month, but there will be no worship or meetings 

at the church until further notice. 
 

Our congregation are invited to Sunday worship  

on 9th and 23rd August 

on the grass at the front of St Birinus’ Church  

(please bring a chair for these services). 

Both services led by Rev Veronica Bachelor. 
 

9th August: 10.00 am: Service of Praise and Thanksgiving  

23rd August: 10.00 am: Service of Holy Communion  

If possible, ring Graham Tanner if you plan to come to either service 
 

For pastoral contact or information about worship on the internet, 

contact: Graham Tanner: tel: 01725 512648 

or email: atanner.gtanner@btinternet.com 
 

 

Roman Catholic Services 
 

Church of the Good Shepherd 
Barford Lane, Downton, SP5 3QA 

 

The Catholic chapel is now available for private prayer. 

The congregation hold a weekly Eucharist Service by Zoom, 

and a Mass by Zoom about every three weeks. 

If you would like to join us  

please contact John Elliott on 01722 711665. 
 

St Osmund’s Church TV system 
can be accessed at: https://salisburycatholics.org/church-tv 

  
More details at www.salisburycatholics.org or  

St Osmund's Church, Exeter Street, Salisbury SP1 2SF 
Telephone: 01722 333581   Email: office@salisburycatholics.org 

mailto:atanner.gtanner@btinternet.com
https://salisburycatholics.org/church-tv
http://www.salisburycatholics.org/
mailto:office@salisburycatholics.org
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Downton Baptist Church 
South Lane, Downton, SP5 3NA 

  
  

Current Services: Sunday Mornings at 10.30am: 
In the event of good weather, 

the Service will be held in the Church Field. 
In the event of bad weather,  

the Service will be held indoors with limited numbers. 
 

The Service will be live streamed.  
Online Services are on the Downton Baptist Church website. 

  
Ministers: Rev Philip Rhoades and Rev Katy Ullyatt 

More details of all events from Rev Philip Rhoades:  
Telephone: 07468 491143.  Email: rhoades470@btinternet.com 

Church Office: 01725 512971 or Email: office@downtonbaptist.org  

Website: www.downtonbaptist.org 

 
 

 

During the last few months, many of us have had a greater opportunity to 

observe and appreciate the natural world, and find there a sense of peace. 



God of time and space, 
We are awed by the majesty of your creation, 
and become increasingly aware of its marvellous  
inter-connections, 
in the midst of which we find our place. 
Ground us in the knowledge 
that our actions affect both those around us  
and the natural world, 
and give us wisdom to do only those things 
which bring light and love and wholeness to the world; 
for all people everywhere are our sisters and brothers, 
and the Earth is our common home. Amen. 
(https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/) 

mailto:rhoades470@btinternet.com
mailto:office@downtonbaptist.org
http://www.downtonbaptist.org/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/
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  1  Peace in the World 

  2  Our Churchwarden and Deputy Churchwardens 

  3  The Bereaved 

  4  Our Church School: staff and pupils that this may be a time of 

refreshment for them 

  5  Churches Together in Downton 

  6  All visitors to our Churches 

  7  Our Team Rector and family 

  8  Those who care for loved ones at home 

  9  All who have lost their jobs or are unable to find work 

10  St Laurence - our witness as the Church 

11  All key workers 

12  Those who are ill and their families 

13  Our community life - groups unable to meet 

14  Growing through God’s Word 

15  The Blessed Virgin Mary - listening to God 

16  Those at work worried about social distancing 

17  All who minister to the sick 

18  Those who produce our Parish magazine 

19  Archbishop Justin Welby 

20  Those alone and depressed 

21 Medical staff: in hospitals, GPs, Care homes, research laboratories 

22  Those in Residential & Nursing Homes 

23  Young people - especially those worried about their future 

24  St Bartholomew - all who suffer for their faith 

25  Politicians and their advisors 

26  Our Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs) 

27  Our Bishops 

28  Volunteers helping others in their community 

29  All who rely on food aid 

30  Our Parochial Church Council (PCC) 

31 Charities struggling to continue their work and fundraising 
 

Please use this diary as a part of your own prayers. In this way we can pray 

together as a parish for our common concerns. If you have any suggestions 

for inclusion in this diary, please have a word with the Team Rector. 

Prayer Diary for August 
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Funerals: 
 

9th June – Pearl Ruth Dulcie Dorrington (84) 
 

19th June – Pauline Monica Turner (87) 

 
Jesus says “Come unto me all who are weary and heavy laden and I will 
give you rest.” 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
 

In our cycle of prayer for all living and working in our 
community, during August we will be offering prayers 
for: 

Gravel Close, Saxonhurst, Wick Lane 

Greenacres and Wheelwright Mews 
 

In the present situation we are unable to deliver our usual prayer cards.   

Requests for particular prayers can be made: 

by telephoning Reverend Frank Gimson on 01725 510326 or 

emailing info@stlaurencedownton.co.uk  

Any such requests will be kept confidential. 
 

You can request prayers at any time – not just when  

your road is on the monthly list. 

For more information, please see our Roads to God page on our website: 

www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk  

St Laurence’s Church Registers 

June 2020 

Roads to God Prayer Group 
 

The Roads to God Prayer Group usually meets on the third 

Wednesday of the month in St Laurence Church. 

Under the present circumstances we are unable to meet in church. 

However, we will be asking members of the prayer group and wider 

congregation to set aside a time of prayer for both the particular 

roads in our prayer cycle and indeed the whole village at: 

10.30am Wednesday 19th August 2020 

mailto:info@stlaurencedownton.co.uk
http://www.stlaurencedownton.co.uk/
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Daily Hope phone line to continue beyond lockdown  

as calls pass two million minutes 
 

A free phone line offering hymns, prayers, and 

reflections to tens of thousands of callers after 

church buildings closed because of the coronavirus 

is to continue despite moves to ease the lockdown 

restrictions. 
 

Daily Hope, launched by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, in 

April, has now received 173,000 calls from over 37,000 people – with calls 

topping more than two million minutes. The service – which is available 24 

hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – was set up as a simple new way to bring 

worship and prayer into people’s homes, especially older people and 

anyone unable to join online church services. 
 

Carl Knightly, chief executive of the Christian charity Faith in Later Life, 

added: “While measures begin to ease and church buildings begin to 

reopen, it's important that we remember the millions of people who may be 

vulnerable due to their health or their age, and may be reluctant to return 

to their place of worship. I hope church members and all who are aware of 

the phone line will keep sharing this important initiative with others.’ 
 

Callers to the line are welcomed with a short new greeting from the 

Archbishop before being able to choose from a range of options, including 

hymns, prayers, reflections and advice on COVID-19. New material to the 

service continues to be updated, including mental health reflections voiced 

by Pam Rhodes.  

 

Action on Hearing Loss  
 

Hearing aid maintenance drop in service – batteries and information 
 

Our hearing aid maintenance drop in clinics are suspended for the time 

being due to the corona virus, but I can still post hearing aid batteries to you 

if you are a Salisbury hospital audiology patient. This is a free service. At 

this time I’m not posting out tubing but I can help you with information on 

how to get the best from your hearing aids, including daily cleaning and 

information on hearing loss. Please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Gill Drayson. Telephone 01722 580014, mobile 07570 670 643, 
or email Gillian.drayson@hearingloss.org.uk 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line
https://faithinlaterlife.org/
mailto:Gillian.drayson@hearingloss.org.uk


 

  

07760 415818 

 

Support 

Our 

Local 

Businesses 
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Update & Guidelines for Visiting Downton Surgery – 
August 2020 (Including Flu Clinics) 

  

Firstly we would like to thank all of our patients for your kind words and 

your ongoing support and patience in these unique times. They have been 

greatly appreciated and have boosted morale over the last few months. 
  

Although nationally cases of the coronavirus are falling and lockdown has 

eased, we are very aware that the virus is present in our local population 

and we still have patients testing positive on a weekly basis.  As such 

Downton Surgery are continuing to support our most vulnerable and at risk 

patients for the foreseeable future. It is vitally important that we all stay 

safe and continue to control the virus and we appreciate your help; we 

kindly ask that you only attend the surgery if invited to do so by a doctor or 

nurse, or to collect a prescription.  Please continue to use telephone and 

online services whenever possible.  If you are attending in person please 

adhere to the following guidelines: 
 

• Please wear a mask or face covering for all appointments. You will 

shortly see a mask tree outside the surgery; if anyone would like to 

make reusable masks for the surgery we will offer them to our patients 

for a voluntary donation.  

Any donations we receive for these masks will be put towards the 

Friends of Downton Fund to support new community schemes we 

hope to launch once it is safe to do so with our Social Prescriber, 

Carol, including another Carers’ Café; a gardening project; fitness 

initiatives; etc.  
 

• Please respect the social distancing guidelines. 
 

• Please do not block doorways: stand back and allow people plenty of 

space to pass through at a safe distance. 
 

• Please sanitise your hands on the way in and out of the premises – 

dispensers are available throughout the building. 
 

• We are double disinfecting / cleansing all surfaces between patients; 

personal items such as handbags and coats can carry all sorts of virus 

particles. Please leave your belongings safely at home or in your car if 

at all possible, rather than bringing them into clinical rooms. 

Continued on next page >>> 
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Update & Guidelines for Visiting Downton Surgery (continued) 

 

• Please attend on your own if able, leaving other family members at 

home or in the car to wait: children should be left with an alternative 

carer if at all possible. 
   

From 1st August most people are able to go out and about and we are 

reducing our dispensary delivery service further, but for those patients who 

still find the service valuable our team, including the wonderful volunteers, 

remain happy to help – please just give us a call, or email our Social 

Prescriber Carol Baker and she will give you a ring within seven working 

days and discuss your support needs. 
  

There has been a recent public announcement about flu immunisations for 

all over 50s this year; we will issue further information about this year’s flu 

clinics very shortly. In the meantime please do not contact the surgery as 

we are not taking bookings yet and have been swamped with calls. Please 

keep the lines free for patients who require more immediate assistance. 
                                                                 

As a surgery we remain in the midst of the battle with COVID-19 and we 

are already preparing for a possible second wave in winter.  If you have 

any feedback you would like to offer us on what has gone well / or you 

have any ideas on how we could improve our service should there be a 

further outbreak / or indeed both, please send us a quick email or pop a 

few lines in writing in our mail box. We are always appreciative of your 

input and it will help us to continue to keep our community safe and to 

provide care, albeit in a different manner to six months ago.  
 

Downton.surgery@nhs.net  (please add subject: For 

example: FAO Social Prescriber / COVID Feedback / etc) 
 

Please be assured that we will continue to do everything within our power 

to help stop the virus spreading, and we remain very grateful to you all for 

playing your part and for your understanding. 
  

Stay Safe, from all the team at Downton Surgery. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

 

Downton’s Mobile Post Office - Every Friday Morning 
 
 

Moot Lane near to Recreation Ground: 9.00 am till 10.00 am 
 

The Bull car park: 10.05 am till 11.05 am 

mailto:Downton.surgery@nhs.net
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The meeting of the Parish Council was held on Monday 13th July 2020 as 

a virtual meeting using Zoom.  This was permitted under new legislation 

contained in the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels 

(Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel 

Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020.  Fourteen members of 

the public were present.  Also present were PCSO Matt Smith and PCSO 

John Taylor of Wiltshire Police. 
 

Wiltshire Police Update:  PCSO Matt Smith gave a detailed report on the 

work to reduce the prevalence of anti-social behaviour across Downton 

and Redlynch.  He responded to numerous questions from councillors and 

residents and acknowledged the strong concern raised about the use of 

catapults and ball bearings. 

PCSO Smith emphasised the importance of reporting every incident to the 

Wiltshire Police Reporting phone line 101 so that all the evidence could be 

gathered to enable him and his colleagues to take the appropriate action. 

He said that the team were operating a no-tolerance approach to the anti-

social behaviour so the more they were made aware of it, the more action 

they could take.  

PCSO Smith also gave a brief report on the changes to the team for 

‘Salisbury South Rural’ which meant that the team would be covering 25 

parishes.  He said he had been re-assigned to Downton along with Pc 

James Barrett and PCSO Simon Ward and advised that Pc Matt Holland 

was moving to work in Bemerton after very many years serving Downton.  
 

Wiltshire Council matters:  Cllr Clewer reported that he had spoken in 

very strong terms to the Chief Constable and to Wiltshire Council’s Child 

Services department about concerns raised with him by residents.  He also 

advised that post lockdown the magistrates’ courts were starting to work 

through their backlog of cases. 

On the matters of the Salisbury pedestrianisation and a consultation on the 

opening of library services, he encouraged everyone present to submit 

their views.  He also quashed the report that Wiltshire Council was in 

financial difficulty.  He said the Council was hoping for more funding from 

HM Government to support its work for the rest of the year. 

continued on next page >>> 
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Parish Council Meeting (continued) 
 

Downton Allotments:  The Parish Council approved a new 10 year Lease 
with Longford Estates for the Downton Allotments in Wick Lane. 
 

Persimmon Homes:  The Council agreed to accept an invitation to meet 
with a representative of Persimmon Homes regarding land to the north of 
the Bishop Mead development.  The meeting will be to receive information 
only and an independent person will be present as an observer. 
 

Review of Neighbourhood Plan:  The Council agreed to start the 
process of reviewing the Downton Neighbourhood Plan and the task of 
devising a plan of how this will be done was delegated to the Council’s 
New Housing Development Committee. 
 

Vacancies:  There are currently seven vacancies for councillors on the 
Parish Council.  If you are interested in finding out more about becoming a 
councillor, please contact the Clerk. 
 

The next meeting of the Council will be held virtually on Monday 10th 
August 2020 at 7.30 pm.  Please contact the Clerk for the login details.  
 

Bev Cornish. Clerk to Downton Parish Council  
West View, Slab Lane, Downton, SP5 3PS. Tel  01725 513874 
Email:  clerk@downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk  
www.downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk  
Facebook:  Downton Parish Council  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Help take nature's pulse by joining the Big Butterfly Count 
 

The Big Butterfly Count is a UK-wide survey aimed at helping us assess 

the health of our environment simply by counting the amount and type of 

butterflies (and some day-flying moths) we see. 
 

How to take part: Go to www.bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org  
 

Step 1. Get ready. Download the handy butterfly ID chart or free app for 

iOS and Android to identify and record the butterflies you spot. 
 

Step 2. Join in. From now until Sunday 9 August choose a place to 

spot butterflies and moths. Watch for 15 minutes and record which species 

you see in step 3. 
 

Step 3. Add your counts. Add your counts on the website or via the app 

and look at the fascinating interactive map to see how your data is 

contributing to conservation science and research. 

 

 

mailto:clerk@downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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Downton Link 
We are sure most readers will be aware of the work of 

Downton Link or, as we are more popularly called “The 

Link”. What you may not know is that we are part of a 

network of over 40 Link schemes throughout Wiltshire 

offering transport support for the elderly and vulnerable. 
 

We take clients not only to important medical appointments but also to 

social activities such as church and friendship lunches, Friday Café or just 

to the local hairdresser or some shopping.  
 

Living in a rural area where public transport is severely limited The Link 

provides a lifeline particularly for those living alone. Downton Link covers 

not just Downton but also Woodfalls and Redlynch and surrounding 

villages as far as Woodgreen and Breamore and Charlton-all-Saints. 
 

Meeting the needs of our clients during the Covid 19 pandemic has been a 

challenge due to the age profile of our volunteer drivers - in accordance 

with Government guidelines we are not asking drivers aged 70+ to 

transport clients at the moment - but thanks to a handful of drivers under 

70, to whom we are most grateful, we have at least maintained our service 

of transporting clients safely to essential medical appointments at local 

hospitals and the Surgery. 
 

As we begin to emerge from this pandemic so the demand for our services 

will inevitably increase and we eventually return to pre-pandemic levels. In 

2019 our volunteer drivers covered almost 21,000 miles on Link journeys. 
 

You are probably now expecting an appeal for funds! Happily, due to the 

donations from our grateful clients, we are able to balance our books 

satisfactorily but what we do need are VOLUNTEER DRIVERS in order to 

maintain our numbers as our volunteers retire from driving. Age is no bar 

to volunteering but lowering the age profile, particularly at this time, is a 

priority.  So, if you can spare some time, as much or as little as you are 

able, we would love to hear from you. 

 

Contact details are on our separate advert - we look forward to hearing 

from you - a call or an e-mail places you under no obligation. Thank you. 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 



 

  



 

  

Unit 11, Batten 
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‘Remote Repair’ is having A Smashing Time 
 

The idea of ‘Dropping off’ your items for repair has really caught on. Since 

Lockdown we have logged 300 jobs and as a result of your magnificent 

generosity we have sent £1500 to Salisbury Hospital to support the Staff. 
 

We made it into the big time when Maurice (our Chair) was interviewed on 

BBC Radio Wiltshire at 2.30pm on Sunday 12th July, all about how we 

managed to continue to offer the service despite the virus. It’s worth 

having a listen on Catch-up. 
 

Also, as a result of our remaining open, the University of Creative Arts has 

asked us to take part in a ‘Webinar’ to explain how we managed to do it. It 

appears that out of over 1300 Repair Cafes in England only we and one or 

two others actually continued repairs! 
 

By the time this comes to press we will have achieved over 1000 jobs with 

a success rate of 92%. Our downside at the moment is that we cannot 

undertake our Recycling Service due to lack of room, the need to work 

together and because our Specialist Recycler is unavailable.  Sorry about 

that. 

More facts for you: 

• We have repaired 11 Sewing Machines; many are being used to make 

PPE equipment. 

• Upright vacuum cleaners are the most common items (a groan from 

the electricians!) 

• We have lost count of the number of garden shears and secateurs 

which have been sharpened! 

• We have copied the TV Repair Shop & refurbished a skeleton clock & 

a clockwork tortoise! 
 

 “Do Not Bin It - We May Fix It” 
 

This is the routine for Repairs on Wed & Fri between 10 am and midday:- 

a. Come to the Drop-in sign in Vicarage Rd, Lover. 

b. Park on the field side of road. 

c. Come in, using the sanitiser on entry. 

d. Check with a helper that we can accept the job. 

e. Log the job in at the window.   

f. We will contact you when the item is ready for Pick-up. 
 

We follow all current Government Guide Lines regarding social 

distancing etc. Contact Paul on 01725 510753 for further details.  
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Chimes through time 
 

I recently took a clock to the Lover Repair Café to see if it could be made 

to chime again. After dropping it off I remembered that many years ago I 

saw for sale in Salisbury a long case clock that had the name Redlynch 

engraved on its dial. So I wondered what I could discover about any clock 

makers who had worked in this area in the past. 
 

Delving into the archives the first reference that came up was for James 

Delaunce, who was born in Downton in 1655. James was apprenticed to 

Laurence Delaunce of Frome, Somerset in 1675. He then went on to work 

in London and France – which is reflected in some of his clock designs 

and mechanisms - before returning to Downton in 1721 where he worked 

till about 1736. There seemed to be no reference to his death. 
 

Next there is Peter Bower, who was born in Downton in about 1715. He is 

first listed as a blacksmith working in Downton. After his marriage to 

Susannah Beleyn in April 1739 in Salisbury, when they were both 23, it 

seems they moved to Redlynch, where he worked as a clock maker till 

July 1795, when he died aged 80. He and Susannah had seven children 

and there is still a Bower Hill road in the village: is this perhaps where they 

lived? 
 

This most prolific clock maker’s clocks were mostly 30 hour clocks in oak 

cases, but he is known to have made at least two musical ones and at 

least one eight-day clock. He signed his clocks “Peter Bower Redlynch”, 

but sometimes spelt it Redlench or Redinch - different spellings used at 

the time. 
 

So it seems that the clock I saw that time in Salisbury most probably was 

made by Peter Bower. I wonder if any of the clocks he created still exist in 

the area?  
 

If you have any clocks or other items in need of tender loving care or 

restoration, remember to visit the Repair Café. Check their website for 

details of opening times etc. http://www.redlynch.org.uk/lover-repair-cafe/ 

or look again at the previous article.  

Downton History Group 
 

  

http://www.redlynch.org.uk/lover-repair-cafe/
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Scouting re-start 
 

It seems like an age ago that we were meeting as a Scout Group, face-to-

face.  Over the last 17 weeks, the leadership teams have adapted their 

Scouting programme on offer at 1st Downton Scout Group and have 

embraced technology and introduced new ways of Scouting.  We've been 

on Zoom, on Camp in the garden, honing our cooking skills and learning to 

tie knots by watching videos on YouTube!  I'm sure that you'll join me in 

thanking and congratulating their hard work and dedication. 
 

As some of the government restrictions around the COVID-19 pandemic 

begin to be relaxed, we’re starting to plan how we’ll be able to return to 

face-to-face Scout activities at 1st Downton in the future.  We’re all looking 

forward to being able to return.  
 

Our restart plans will follow all government rules and guidance from 

Scouts’ UKHQ. Our priority, as always, is to keep young people and adults 

safe.  Here’s an outline of how we will operate, following Scouts’ ‘COVID 

Code’: 

• New control measures will be in place for all activities; 

• Additional hygiene measures will be put in place; 

• Social distancing will be observed; 

• Group sizes will be limited; and 

• Adjustments will be made for young people who may be 

vulnerable or affected by COVID. 
 

Returning to Scouts will happen in phases, the first of which will let us 

resume outdoor activities in small groups. Returning to face-to-face Scouts 

is voluntary for all young people, parents/carers and volunteers.  To this 

end, each of our sections, Beavers, Cubs and Scouts, will handle 

resuming face-to-face outdoor activities differently, and each leadership 

team will notify parents about the safety measures which will be in place.  
 

Parents are encouraged to contact their child’s section leader initially with 

any questions, queries or concerns, or raise them directly with me. 
 

Ian Porter. Interim Group Scout Leader, 1st Downton Scout Group 

Mob: 07585 180849;   Email: gsl@downtonscouts.org.uk  
 

 

Don’t forget to look at the village website for updates and information: 
www.downtonvillage.co.uk 

mailto:gsl@downtonscouts.org.uk
http://www.downtonvillage.co.uk/


 

  



  

 

Your advert 

could appear 

here. 

 
 

Please see 

page 22        

for details. 
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Downton Horticultural Society 
 

Regretfully, we have decided that we will cancel all our remaining events, 

including the Autumn Show, for this year. However, paid up members will 

get free membership next year. 
 

We have been asked to provide some information about taking and 

propagating geranium (Pelargonium) cuttings and although I cannot claim 

to have done this, as I usually buy new plants each year from a garden 

centre, it is apparently fairly straightforward and also saves money. A little 

research shows that you need to: 
 

1. Select healthy, squat and fat shoots. Remove them from the parent 

plant by cutting with secateurs or a sharp knife immediately above a 

bud. 

2. Remove flower buds and lower leaves from the bottom half of each 

cutting and cut the stem just below a node, where there is a 

concentration of the plant’s own hormones. 

3. To improve success rates, dip the base of each cutting in a small 

amount of rooting hormone to stimulate root growth. 

4. Fill pots with seed compost mixed with sharp sand to aid drainage. 

Insert two or three cuttings around the edge of each pot. Water the 

compost and stand pots in a well-lit position, indoors. Do not cover the 

pots, as this can encourage mildew to develop on the leaves. 

5. After a few weeks, a corky callous will develop over the cut end of the 

stem and roots will begin to grow. A good root system will have 

developed within six to eight weeks. 

6. In March or April next year, knock each cutting out of the pot and 

transplant into individual pots of multi-purpose compost. Keep well-

watered and plant out in spring, after all risk of frost has passed. 
 

If you try it I hope you are successful. I would like to acknowledge BBC 

Gardeners’ World Magazine for the information.  
 

Gordon Bishop (01725 511475) 
 

************************************************************************************************************************************* 

Rainfall in June 

In June we had 2.16 inches of rain, which is about average, 

looking back over a number of years. However, so far in the first 

half of July we have only had 0.33 of an inch, so the dry spell 

continues.     M.C. 
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Forest Edge Flower Arranging Society 
  

July is the last month in our programme before the summer 

break and we normally enjoy a delicious cream tea and talk. 

This year we were going to hear all about the real “Downton 

Abbey”, that being Highclere Castle, and take a look behind 

the scenes with our speaker Bronda Dossett. Sadly this 

meeting was not able to take place but a small group from the Club are 

looking forward to visiting Highclere Castle later in July and will get to 

experience a little of “Downton Abbey” for ourselves. I will let you know 

how the day went next month. 
 

As we slowly begin to be released from the pandemic restrictions we must 

all begin to take small steps back towards doing the things we love again. 

For so many of us at Flower Club it is the connection with flowers and our 

own gardens that has helped us through, so we shall now endeavour to 

consider how and when we might get together safely after the summer so 

we can share our love of floral design. When we do I hope that you might 

join us too. 
 

Until then have a safe and joyful summer. 

  

Martina Coleman. 01725 512556. 

Forest Edge Flower Arranging Society Chairman 

 

 
 

Downton Society Moviola 
 

It is with huge regret that the Downton Society committee have decided 

not to resume our Saturday films until after Christmas, due to the threat of 

a winter spike of Covid-19. 

We will continue to monitor the situation closely, and publicise dates when 

we feel we can start our films again. 
 

Thank you for your past support; we hope to smash into 2021 with a 

fabulous menu of films to brighten up your lives! 

Susan Barnhurst-Davies 
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Downton Clubs and Societies 

 
Allotments Association ……………………………………… 

 

Susan Barnhurst-Davies …….. 
 

01725 512963 

Barford Day Centre…………………………………………… Jeremy Parsons………………… 01725 512963 

BWSC Association Chairman ……………………………… Mr Simon Bromilow ……....... 07785 265019 

BWSC Bowling Club ………………………………………….. Mike Hallam 
michaelhallam99@btinternet.com 

 

BWSC Social Club …………………………………………….. Mr Simon Bromilow ..……….. 07785 265019 

Cuckoo Fair Committee ………………………................. Mr T Pike ……………………….. 01725 511332 

DCT Links Youth Group: School years 7/8/9+………… Mr P Rhoades …………………. 01725 514792 

Downton Angling Society ………………………………….. Mr B Hayward …………………. 01425 476908 

Downton Art Group (Mondays) …………………............ Mr Roy Powell ………………… 01725 511324 

Downton Art Group (Wednesdays) ……………………… Mrs Heather Borrelli ………… 07826 754615 

Downton Band Secretary …………………………………… Danie Williams ……………….. 07535 994164 

Downton Community Choir ……………………………….. Kate Edgar …………………….. 01725 512635 

Downton Community Pre-School ………………........... Becci Lanham ………………… 01725 511178 

Downton Country Market ………………………………….. Mrs D Rochefort ……………… 07733 363041 

Downton Football Club ……………………………………… Dan Newman ……………........ 07900 370600 

Downton Green Group ……………………………………… Jane Brentor …………………… 01725 510504 

Downton History Group Mr Dave Webber ………………   01725 513759 

Downton Horticultural Society …………………………… Mr Tony Ashford .…………….. 01725 510656 

Downton Lace Group ……………………………............... Mrs Judi Brown ……………….. 01725 511649 

Downton Leisure Centre ……………………………………. Dave Taylor ……………. 01725 513668 

Downton Link ………………………………………………….. Co-ordinator …………………… 01725 513807 

Downton Millennium Green Trust ……………………….. Sue Larkin ………………......... 01725 511209 

Downton Parish Council Clerk …………………………….. Mrs Beverley Cornish ……….. 01725 513874 

Downton Society …………………………………............... Susan Barnhurst-Davies ……. 01725 512963 

Downton Society Footpath Group ………………………. Susan Barnhurst-Davies ……. 01725 512963 

Downton Tennis Club …………………………….............. Kevin Burns……..Kevinmburns57@gmail.com  
Forest Edge Flower Arranging Society …………………. Mrs Martina Coleman ………. 01725 512556 

Gallipoli (D) Company, Wilts, Army Cadet Force……..  SSI J Burton ……………………. 07788 975846 

Good Companions ……………………………………………. Mrs Julia Whitmarsh ………… 01725 510601 

Guides: Rainbows …………………………………… Sam Bennie ……………………. 07866 318497 

 First Downton Brownies ……………….. Kirstie Penton …………………. 07824 898611 

 First Downton Guides …………………… Liz Jennings     

 Istdowntonguides@gmail.com 

Guild of Ringers (Church Bells) ……………………………. Mr R Plaskett ………………….. 01725 511258 

Longwater Tai Chi ……………………………………………. Jane Launchbury ………........ 01725 514546 

Memorial Hall Bookings ………………………….............. Mrs Hilary Mace ………………. 07760 415818 

Parochial Church Council …………………………………… Mrs Jo Parsons ………………… 01725 512738 

Royal British Legion ………………………………………….. Mr Paul Hammond ………… 07710 425983 

Scouts:                 Beavers ….…………………………………. 
Cubs …………………………………………. 
Scouts ….…………………………………… 

Jon Edwards …downtonbeavers@gmail.com 
Jonathan Borwell..downtoncubs@gmail.com 
Kevin Hill ….……downtonscouts@gmail.com 

St Laurence Sunday School ……………………………….. Dr J McGee …………………….. 01725 513869 

The Moot – Friends of the Moot …………………………. Mrs J Greville-Heygate …….. 01725 511755 

The Moot – Moot Preservation Trust …………………… Mr Dave Webber……………… 01725 513759 

Wessex Cancer Trust ………………………………………… Mrs Enid Crook ……………….. 01725 511196 

 
Please notify the Editor of any changes, additions or deletions 

(Amended June 2020) 

mailto:downtoncubs@gmail.com
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Advertisements – August 2020 

All box and line advertisements in this magazine 

are accepted in good faith 
 

 

The cost of a 30 word insert in this column is £2.50 per month (£20.00 per 

annum). Please send a copy of your advertisement plus cash to Mrs M 

Pitt, 11 Joanna Close, Downton (01725 510586) by 12th of the month. 
 

Chiropodist/Podiatrist - Claire Treviss, BSc (Hons).  State Registered. 

Treatment at your home, including nail cutting, corn removal, verruca 

treatment, diabetic foot assessment.  Tel: 01794 390121, 07545 529280. 
 

Downton Cuckoo Fair Pop-up Gazebos for hire - 10ft x 10ft - £50, 

20ft x 10ft - £90.  Contact Edna Pike: 01725 511332. 
 

Television & Hi-fi Repairs & Sales.  Over 30 years' experience.  Help to 

set up new equipment or advice given on older sets.  Contact Ian Harris on 

01747 870822 or 07921 194816.  
 





To advertise goods or services in this magazine: 
 

Block advertisements: Details from Patrick Briddon (01725 512576) 

Email: patbriddon@gmail.com 
 

Small ads: In by noon on the 12th of the month (10th of the month in 

February) to Marguerite Pitt (01725 510586) 

___________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Sending editorial copy 
 

Articles and notices of events for the September issue to be emailed to 

the Editor by 14th August.  Please contact the Editor if you wish to submit 

a paper copy. 

Articles will be shortened if space is limited; any received late may not  

be used. While the magazine is currently online, coloured clipart and 

photographs are welcome. 
 

Editor: Angela Jones (01725 512204) 
Email: alovelockjones@waitrose.com  

 

Editorial enquiries may also be addressed to the Team Rector, 
Rev Frank Gimson (01725 510326) 

_____________________________________________________ 
Opinions expressed or implied in this publication are not necessarily 

 those of the Editor or Parochial Church Council, and no responsibility  
can be accepted for any errors of fact printed in the Parish News. 

mailto:patbriddon@gmail.com
mailto:alovelockjones@waitrose.com


 


