Morning Prayer on Wednesday 13th May 2020
Preparation
O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
In your resurrection, O Christ,
Let heaven and earth rejoice. Alleluia.
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.
Psalm 150:
Praise the Lord, O praise God in his sanctuary:
praise him in the firmament of his power.
Praise him for his mighty acts:
praise him according to his abundant goodness.
Praise him in the blast of the ram’s horn:
praise him upon the lute and harp.
Praise him with the timbrel and dances:
praise him upon the strings and pipe.
Praise him on the high-sounding cymbals:
praise him upon the loud cymbals.
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord:
O praise the Lord!
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us;
let us pray with one heart and mind.
Silence is kept.
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,
so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you; now and for ever. Amen.

The Word of God
Scripture Reading: Luke 5:12-26
Once, when Jesus was in one of the cities, there was a man
covered with leprosy. When he saw Jesus, he bowed with his face
to the ground and begged him, ‘Lord, if you choose, you can make
me clean.’ Then Jesus stretched out his hand, touched him, and
said, ‘I do choose. Be made clean.’ Immediately the leprosy left
him. And he ordered him to tell no one.
‘Go’, he said, ‘and show yourself to the priest, and, as Moses
commanded, make an offering for your cleansing, for a testimony
to them.’ But now more than ever the word about Jesus spread
abroad; many crowds would gather to hear him and to be cured of
their diseases. But he would withdraw to deserted places and pray.
One day, while he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law
were sitting nearby (they had come from every village of Galilee
and Judea and from Jerusalem); and the power of the Lord was
with him to heal.
Just then some men came, carrying a paralysed man on a bed.
They were trying to bring him in and lay him before Jesus; but
finding no way to bring him in because of the crowd, they went up
on the roof and let him down with his bed through the tiles into the
middle of the crowd in front of Jesus. When he saw their faith, he
said, ‘Friend, your sins are forgiven you.’
Then the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, ‘Who is this
who is speaking blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God
alone?’ When Jesus perceived their questionings, he answered
them, ‘Why do you raise such questions in your hearts? Which is
easier, to say, “Your sins are forgiven you”, or to say, “Stand up
and walk”? But so that you may know that the Son of Man has
authority on earth to forgive sins’ - he said to the one who was
paralysed - ‘I say to you, stand up and take your bed and go to
your home.’ Immediately he stood up before them, took what he
had been lying on, and went to his home, glorifying God.
Amazement seized all of them, and they glorified God and were
filled with awe, saying, ‘We have seen strange things today.’

The Responses
Death is swallowed up in victory.
Where, O death, is your sting?
Christ is risen from the dead,
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
Death is swallowed up in victory.
The trumpet will sound and the dead shall be raised.
Where, O death, is your sting?
We shall not all sleep,
but we shall be changed.
Death is swallowed up in victory.
Where, O death, is your sting?

The Benedictus:
The Lord is risen from the tomb,
who for our sakes was hung upon the tree. Alleluia.
Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel,
who has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,
born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets God promised of old
to save us from our enemies, from the hands of all that hate us,
To show mercy to our ancestors,
and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship him without fear,
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life.
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
To give his people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of all their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Luke 1.68-79

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen.
The Lord is risen from the tomb,
who for our sakes was hung upon the tree. Alleluia.

Prayers
Intercessions are offered and silence is kept.
The Collect of the day:
Almighty God,
who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ
have overcome death and opened to us
the gate of everlasting life:
grant that, as by your grace going before us
you put into our minds good desires,
so by your continual help we may bring them to good effect;
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer:
Rejoicing in God’s new creation,
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
Our Father…

The Conclusion
May the risen Christ grant us the joys of eternal life.
Amen.
Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.
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